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that ts, of every beleeving 

and repentant finner , 1s a moſt 
excellent bleſſing of God, and 
brings with it many worthy bene= 
» | fits : which thing T prove on this 
manner. T. God both inthe begin= 
ning, and in the continuance of his 
agg as" things unto his 
ſervants, then they ave commonly 
aske or thinkezand becauſe he hath 
promiſed aid and ſtrength unto the, 
therefore in wonderfull wiſcaome 

he caſteth upon them. this heave 
barden of death , that they might 
make experience what ts the ex 
 ceeaing might and power of his 


The Epiſtle. 
grace in their weakenes. IT. Tudge= 
ment begins at Gods houſe : and 
the righteons are laden with affli- 
flions and temptations in this life, 
ani therefore in this world they 
have their deaths and hels, that 
in death they might not feele the 
zorments of hell aud death. I TT. 
When Lazarins was dead, Chriſt 
 faid : Hee 15 not dead but ſleeperh : 
hence it foloweth that the Chriſti- 
an mancan ſay, My grave 15 my 
bed, my death ts my ſleepe; indeath 
I die net, but onely ſleepe. It 15 
thought that of all terrible things, 
death 7s moſt terrible : but it 25 
Falſe to them that be in ( hriſt,, to 
whom many things happen farre 
»y0re heave and bitter then-death. 


I'V. Death at the firſt brought| 


forth finne ; but death in the righ= 
reous, by meanes of Chriſts death, 
abol:ſheth finne , becauſe it is the 
accompliſhment of wyortification. 
| And 


The Epiltle. 
eAnd death ts. ſo farre from de= 
ftroying ſuch as are in (, briſt, that 
there can be no better refuge for” 
them againſt death : for preſently 
after the death of the bodyfol- 
lowes the perfe&t freedome of the 
Spirit, and the reſarrettion of the 
| body. V. Laſtly, death is a means 
of a ( hriſtian mans perfettFion, as 
( Þrift in his owne example ſhew- 
eth, ſaying, Behold I will caſt 
out divels,and will heale till to 
day and to morrows, & the third 
day I will bee perfected. Now 
this perfeftion in the members of 
Chriſt, is nothing elle but the blej= 
ſing of God, the authour of peace, 
ſanftifymg them throughout. that 


their whole Spirit and ſonles, and 


.| bodies, may be preſerved without 
| #1ame to the comming of our Lord 


Teſts Chriſt. | 
Now having oftex thus cou 


hiaered with my ſelfe of the ex- 
” cellencic 
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The Epiſtle | 
Tency of death, I thought good t» 


draw the ſumme and chiefe heals 
thereof into this ſmall treatiſe: the 
protection and conſideration wher- 
of, I commend to your Ladyſhip, 
 defiring you to accept of it ayd 
reade t at your leiſure. If T bee 


| TI r 
blamed for writing unto you 0) 


acath, whereas by the conr(e of 
nature , you are not yet neere 
death, Salomon will excuſe mee, 
who ſaith, that wee muſt remem- 


ber our Creator in the dayes of our 


youth.T hits hoping of your H. good 
acceptance,l pray God to bleſſe this 
»y little labour to your comfort and 
ſalvation. Septemb.7. 1595. 


Your H.'in the Lord, 
W. Perkins. 
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The day of death ts better then the 
day that one 15 borne. 


Heſe words are a rule 

or precept, laid downe 

by Salomon for weigh- 

ty cauſes. For in the 
Chapters going before hee ſets 
foorth the vanitie of all crea- 
tures under heaven; and that at 
large 1n the very particulars, 
| Now men hereupon might 
take occaſion of diſcontent= 
ment 1n reſpect of their eſtate 
1n this life:therefure Salomon in 
great wiſedome heere takes a 
new courfe, and 1n this chapter 
begins to lay downe certaine 
rules of direction and comfort, 
that men might haygſome what 
wherewith to ar {elves 
the mt- 
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ſeries of this life. The firft rule 
1s1n the third verſe, that a good 
name 1s better then a precions oint- 
2ent,that 1s, a name gotten,and 
maintained by godly converſa- 
tion, 1s -a ſpeciall bleſſing of 
God, which inthe midit of tlie 
vanities of this life, miniſtreth 


greater matter of rejoycing and 


coforc to the heart of man, then 
the moſt precious oyntment 
can doe to the outward ſenſes. 
Now ſome man having heard 
this firlt rule concerning good 
name, might object and fay,that 


renowne & good report 1n this | 


life affoords flender comfort : 


conſidering that after 1t, follows | 
_ death, which 1s the miſerable _ 
end of all men. Burt this objeQt- 


on the Wiſe-man remooveth 
by a ſecond rule tn the words 
which I have in hand, ſaying, 


that the day of death 15 better then | 
the | 
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the aay that one 1s borne, 
"That wee may come to the 
true and proper fenſe of this 
precept or rule, three potuts 
are to be confidered, IT. wint is 
death here mentioned: I 1. how 
it can be truly ſaid, that the day 
of death, 1s Setter then the day 
of birth : 1 IT. in what reſpect 
it 15 better. | 
For the firſt, death 15a depri- 
vation of life as a puniſhment 
ordained of God, and impoſed 
on man for his fin. Firſt, l fay,it 
is a deprivation of life, becauſe 
the very nature of death, 13 the 
abſence or detect of that life 
which God vouchſafed man 
by his creation. I adde further, 
that death 1s a puniſhment, 
more ſpecially to intimate the 
nature and qualitie of deathzand 
to ſhew that 1t was ordained, as 
a meanes @f the execution of 
AS Gods 
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Gods juſtice & judgement. And 
tha death is a puniſhment, Pax! 
plainely avoucheth, when hee 
| faith, that by oe man ſinne entred 
| \#nto the world, and death by fine. 
th And againe, that death is the ſti- 
pena, wages, or allomance of ſine. 
Furthermore, in every puniſhe 
ment there be three workers 
the ordainer of 1t, the procurer, 
and the executioner. The or- 
damer of this puniſhment is 
(God, in the ſtate of mans 1n- 
nocency, by a ſolemn law then 
| Gen.2.17 Made 1n theſe very words: /»the 
| day that thou eateſt thereof, thou 
ſoalt aye the death, But 1t may be 
alleadged to the contrary, that 
the Lord faith by the Propher 
Ezechiel, that hee willes not the 
death of a ſinner ; and therefore 
that he 1s no ordainer of death, 
The anſwer may eaſily bee 


made, and that ſundry wayes. 
Furſt, 


of dying well. F 
Firſt, the Lord ſpeakes not this 
to all 'men, or of all men, bur to 
his owne people, the Church 
of the Iewes, as appeares by the 
clauſe prefixed, Sonne of man, ſay 
unto the houſe of Iſrael, ec. A- 
gaine, the words are not ſpoken 
abſolutely, but only un way of 
compariſon, 1n tnat of the 
twaine, he rather wils the con- 
verltionſand repentance of a fin= 
ner, then his death and deſtru- 
ction, Thirdly, the very proper 
meaning of the words 1mport 
thus much, that God doth take 
no delight or pleaſure 1n the 
deati of a ſinner, as 1t1s the r#- 
ine & aeſtrauftion of the creature. 
And yetall this hinders not but 
that God ina new regard and 
 con{ideration,may both wil and. 
ordaine death, namely, as it 1s a 
due and deſerved puniſhment, 
tending tothe execution of ju- 
{tice ; 
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ftice,in which juſtice God 1s as 
good as 1n his mercy. Againe, 1t 
may bee objected, that 1f death 
indeed had *beene ordained of 
God, then e4dam ſhould have 
bin deſtroyed,and that preſently 
upon his fal. For the very words 
are thus, 7he/oever thou ſhalt eat 


ef the forbidden fruit, thou ſhalt 


certainely die. Anſ. Sentences of 
Scripture are either Legall or 
Evangelical:the law & the goſ- 
pel being two ſeverall and dt- 
ftinG parts of Gods word. Now 
this former ſentence 1s legal,and 
muſt be underſtood with an 
exception borrowed from the 
Gofpel,or the covenant of grace 
made with eAdim, and revea» 


led to him after his fall. The ex- 


ception'1s this. Thou ſhalt cer- 
tainly die whenſoever thou eat- 
eſt the forbidden fruit, except 
T doe further give thee a meanes 
of 
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of dying well. 7 
of deliverance from death , 
namely the ſeede of tne woman 
to bruiſe the ſerpents head. Se- 
condly 1t may be anſwered, that 
Aaum and all his poſteritie dt- 
ed, and that preſently after his 
fall, 1n. that his body was made 
mortall , and his foule became 
ſubject to the curſe of the Lavy. 
And whereas God would not 
- Utterly deſtroy e-Laam at the 
very firſt, but onely 1mpoſe on 
lum the beginnings of the fir(t 
and ſecond death; hee did the 
ſame 1n great wiſcdome, that 11 
his j aſtice he might make a way 
to merey : which thing could 
not have beene if eAdam had 
periſhed. 

The executioner of this pu- 
niſhment is he that doth impoſe 
and infli& the ſame on man,and 
that alſois God himſelte, as hee 
teſtiheth of himſelfe 1n the pro- 
phet 
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Ifa.45.6 phet 1/ay, I make peace and create 


evill,Now evill 1s of three ſorts : 
naturall, morall, materiall. Na- 


turall evill,is the deſtruction of * 


that order, which God ſet in e- 


very creature by the creation. 
Morall evill,is the want of that 
righteouſnes and vertue which 
the law requires at mans hands, 
and that 1s called fin. Materiall 
evill 1s any matter or thing 
which 1n it ſelfe is a good crea- 
ture of God, yet ſo, as by reaſon 
of mans fall, it 1s hurtfull tothe 
health & life of man,as henbane 
wolt-bane,hemlock,& all other 
poiſons are. Now this ſaying of 
1/ay muſt not be underſtood of 
morall evils, but of ſuch as are 
either mater1all or naturall : to 
the latter of which, death 1s to 


OD — 


be referred, which is the deſtru- | 
Ction or aboliſhment of mans 


nature created, 


The |} 
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* The procurer of death 1s man, 
* not God; inthat man by hisſin 
" and diſobedience did pull upon 
f  himſelfthis puniſhment. There- 
* fore the Lord faith, © 1/racl, Ofe;13.6. 
* one hath deſtroyed thee, but in mee 
-  #thine helpe. Againſt thisit may 
be objected, that man was mor- 
tall 1n the eſtate of 1nnocency 
| before the fall. 4/” The frame 
; and eompolition of mans bo- 
. dy, conſidered in 1t ſelfe, was + 
|  mortall, becauſeit was made of 
water and earth, and other ele- 
ments, which are of themſ\«clyes 
alterable and changeable: yet if 
we reſpect that grace and ble. 
ſing which God did vouchſafe 
mans body in his creation, 1t 
was unchangeable and 1mmor- 
| tall, and ſo by the ſame bleſſing 
' ſhould have continued, if man 
| hadnotfallen : and man by his 
fall depriving himlſelfe of this 
gitt 


Totem , 
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gift and bleſſing, became every: 


way mortall. 

Thus 1t appeares mn part what 
death 1s : yet for the better clea- 
ring of this point, we are to con= 
fiderthe difference, of the death 
ofa man, and. of a beaſt, Th 
death of a beaſt 1s the totall and 


finall aboliſhmene of the whole 


creature : for the body 1s reſol- 
ved to his firſt matter, and the 
ſoule arifing of the temperature 
of the body, vaniſheth to no- 


thing. But 1n the death ofa man 


it 1Sotherwiſe. For though the 
body for a time be diflolved to 
duſt, yet mult it riſe againe in 
the laſt judgement, and become 
1mmortall, and as for the ſoule, 


itſubſteth by it ſelfe out of the | 


body, and 1s immortall. And 


this being ſo,it may bee deman- - 


ded how the ſoule can die the 


{ccond death ? ef»; The ſoule 


dies 
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of dying well. IT 
dies,not becauſe 1t 1s utterly a= 
boliſhed , but becauſe it 1s as 
though 1t were not, & it ceafeth 
to be 1n reſpect of r1ghteouſnes 
and fellowſhip with God. And 
indeede tlus 1s the death of all 
deaths, when the creature hath 
ſubſiſting and being, and yet for 
all that, 1s deprived of all com= 
fortable fellowſhw with God. 
The reafon of thus difference 
is, becauſe the ſoule of man 1s 
. a ſpirit, or ſpirituall ſubſtance, 
Whereastheſoule of a beaft 1s no 
ſubſtance, buta naturall vigour 
. or qualitie, and hath no beeing 
|  1nait{elfe, without the body on © 
- - Whichit wholly depends. The 
ſoule ofa man contrariwiſe be« 
; ng created of nothing, & brea- 
| | thedintothe body, and as well 
_ ſubliſting foorth of it as in 1t, 
The kinds of death are two, 
asthe kinds of life are; bodily 
and 


Lam; 
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and ſpirituall. Bodily death 1s 


nothing elſe but the teparation | 


of the ſoule from the body , as 
bodily life 1s the conjunction of 
body and foule : and this death 
is called the fir, becauſe 1n re- 
{pe&t of time 1t goes befere the 
{econd. Spirituall death 1s the 
ſeparation of the whole man 


both in body and foule from the 


gracious fellowſhip of God. Of 
theſe twaine the firſt 1s but an 
entrance to death, and the ſe- 
cond 1s the accompliſhment of 


it. For as the ſoule 1s the life | 


of the body, ſo God 1s the life 
of the ſoule, and his ſpirit 1s the 
ſoule of our ſoulesz and the 
want of fellowſhip with him, 
brings nothing bur the.endleſle - 
and unſpeakeable horrors, and | 
pangs of death. 

Againe, ſpirituall death hath | 
three diſtinct and feverall de-' 
Yre6s. | 


| 
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srees, The firit ts, whena man 
that is alive,1n reſpect of tempe- 
ral life, lies dead in fin. Of this 
degree Paw ipeakes, when hee 


faith, Bur fe that liveth in plea- Tim.5.6 


ſure 15 dead while ſhe liveth. And 
this 1s the caſe of all men by na- 
ture, who are children of wrath, 


and dead in finnes axd treſpaſſes, Epheſ-2.5 


The ſecond degree 1s in the ve- 
ry end of this life, whe the body 
is laid inthe earth,and the ſoule 
deſcends ro. the place of tor- 
ments. The third degree 1s 1n 


_ the day of judgement, when 


ge body and foule meete as 
gaine, and goe both to the place 
of the damned, there to be tor- 
mented for ever and ever. 
Having thus found the na- 


| tureand differences and kinds of 


death, 1t1s more then manifeſt, 
that the text in hand. 1s to bee 
underftood,not of the ſpiritual), 

| — 
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but of the bodily death: becauſe F 
it 1s oppoſed to the birth orna. * 
tivitie of man. The words then ?' 
muſt carry this ſenſezrhe time of | | 
bodily death, -in which the bo- |. 
dy aud foule of man are ſevered | 
aſunder, 1s better then the time | , 
1n which one 1s borne & brought | ; 
into the world. | # 

Thus much of the firſt point, | , 
now followeth the ſecond : and | , 
that1s., how this can be true | 7 
which Salomon ſaith : that the | , 
day of death is better then the day \. , 
of birth. I make not this quettion | ,, 
to call the Scriptures into co 
troverſie , which are the trath | ,, 
it ſelfe, but Idoe it for this end, | | 
that we might without waves |: 
ring be reſolved of the trurh of | r 
this which Salomon avoucheth, | 4, 
For there may bee ſundry rea- | 4. 
ſons brought to the contrary. | p, 
Therefore let vs now handle the. | 4, 
queſtion:the reaſons, or objectt- 
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ſe 7 ns which may bealleadged to 
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| tie. to: God by repentance, 


the contrary, may all bee redu- 
cd to ſixe heads, The firſt 1s ta- 
ken from the opinion of wiſe- 
men,who think 1t the beit thing 


| ofall never to be borne, and the 


next beſt to dy quickly. Now it 
tbe the beit thing 1n the world 
not to be borne at all, then it 15 
the worſt thing that can be ta 
die aftera man1s borne. eſnſw, 
There be two ſorts of men, one 


| that live anddye 1n their tinnes 
{ without repentance, the other 


which unfainedly repent & be- 
leeve in Chrift.. Now this ſen- 
tence may bee truly avoucht of 
the firſt:of whom we may ſay as 
Chrift faid of Indas, It had bin 
good for him that he had ne re bus 
borne.But the ſaying applyed to 
the ſecond ſort of meg 18 falſe. 
For' to them that in this life 


the 


boos aunt 
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the beſt thing of all 1s to bee] 
borne, becauſe their birth 1s a 
degree of preparation to happi- 
neſle : and the next beſt 15 to die 
quickly : becauſe by death they | 
enter into poſſeflion of the ſame | 
their happineſſe. For this cauſe 
Balaam deſired to dye the death 
of the righteous : and Salomy | ! 


E 
= 
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£ 
C 
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in this place prefers the day off 3 
death before the day of birth,| | 
underſtanding that death which| t 
15 joyned with godly life,or the| 3 
death of the righteous. f 

The ſecond objection 15 ta-| 
ken from the teſtimonies ' of! | 
Scripture, Death 1s the wages ef | 
fin, Rom. 6. 23. 1t15an enemy of | ? 
Chrift,x Cor.15.and the curſe of | | 
the law. Hence it ſeemes to fol-! \ 
low, that in and by death men} 
receivetigir wages and paimet | 
for their ſinnes :,that the day of 
death 1s the dolefull day , in 
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of dying well. 19 
'which the enemie prevailes a- 
-ainſt us : that he which dies is 
curſed. Af. We muſt diftin- 
guiſh ofdeath:it muſt be confi- 
dered two wales; I.as1t1sby 1t 
ſelfe in his owne nature : 2.as 1t 
is altered & changed by Chriſt. 


uſe | 
ath 
2708 | 
r of 
rth,! 
uch 
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ta- | 


fol! 


net | 


Now death by it ſelfe conſide- 
red, 1s indeed the wages of ſin, 
an enemie of Chriſt, and of all 
his members, and the curſe of 


thelaw , yea the very ſuburbs =: 
and the gates of hell : yet in theſs<& 


ſecond reſpe&t, it 1s not ſo. For 
by the vertue of the death of 
Chriſt, 1t ceaſes to bee a plague 


; or puniſhment, and of a curſe it 


1s made a blefſing,and 1s become 
unto us a paſſage or middle- 
way betweene this life and e- 


| ternall life, and as it were a little 


wicket or doore whereby wee 


| paſſe outof this world, and en- 


erinto heaven, And in thisre- 
| jpeRt 


Pl; ales 4 


rave who ſhall praiſe thee ? And la 
| Kagt Exrobiah, when the Prophet &-| 3: 
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ſpect the ſaying of Salomon'1 is: 
molt true. For in the day of? 
birth, men are born and brought | 
forth into the vale of milſerie, 
but afterward when they goe! 
hence, having death altered} | 
unto them by the death of} | 
Chriſt,they enter into eternall| | 
joy and happineſle with all the} tr 
Saints of Ged for ever. 

"The third objeftion 1 1s uh c 
from the exiples of moſt wors| | 
thy men, who have made their| Þ 
prayers againſt death; As our] 4 
Saviour Chriſt, who prayed on; tl 
this manner, Father, if it be thy\ 0 
will, let thzs cp paſſe from me yet [ al 
not my wall, but thy will bee done: | P 
And David prayed, Returne,0| | 
Lord aeliver my ſoule ſave 736, foy | 4 
thy meroies ſake; for i death there | 
z 10 remembrance of thee : inthe | 3 


; 
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' ig;4 fy bade him ſet his houſe inor-. 
- of er, and told him that he-muſt 
ght | die, wept {ore,and that in reſpect 
1e, | ofdeath. .Now by the examples 
goe| of theſe moſt worthy men. yea 
red | by theexample of, the Sonne of 
| of | Godhimſelte, itmay ſeeme that 
zall | the day of-death.1s-the molt ter- 
the} ible and dolefull day of all. A/. 
When our Saviour. Chriſt pray- | 
ken| edthus-to his Father, he was 1n 
:*| his agomie, and he then as our 
ix] Redeemer , Rood inourroome- 
' and ſtead, to ſuffer. all things 
that we ſhould have ſuffered in 
| Our 0wne perſons for our ſins: - 
{ andtherefore he prated not fum- 
| ply againſt death ,, but againſt 
the curſed death of the croſſes 5 b- 
| and he. feared not death itſelfe _ + 44 3 
which js the ſeparation. of body: 
and ſoule, but the.curſe of hes. 
| law which went : with death: 
| namely,the unſpeakeable wrath. : 
a 
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- and indignation of God. The k 
firſt death troubled him not, 4. 
bat the firft and ſecond joyned'Þ; 
together. Touching David, when | | 
he made the ſfixt Palme, he was } | 
not onely ticke 1n body, but al: | , 

ſo perplexed with the orcatelt | - 
temptation of all, inthat hee | 
wreſtled 1n conſcience with the| þ 
wrath of God, as appeares by| ,, 
the words of the text, where he| ,, 
ſaith, Lord, rebuke me not in thy) \, 
wrath, Andby this we ſee that] x 
hee prayed not ſimply againſt £, 
_ _ death, butagainſt death at that ws 

inſtant whe he was 1n that grie-! | 

vous temptation ; for at other þ; 
times. hee: had no ſuch feare ff j, 
1 .___ death, ashe himlſelfe reſtifiethy ,,, 
| Phil; ſayin g,T hough I ſhould walke tho 11, 
i$ rough the valley of the ſhaddow if up 
death, I will feare no evill. Therek gg 
fore he praied againſt death onf zp; 
ly.as it was joyned with the apy ſap 
: prehenſiolſ: 


wut 


—— 
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- +prehenſion of Gods wrath. Laft- 
t ily, Excchiah prayed againſt 
xd} death, not onely becauſe he'de- 
MN! fired to live and doe ſervice to 1 
8 ! God in his kingdome, butupun 
| z further and more ſpeciall re- 
lt | '9ard; becauſe when the Prophet 
& brought the meſſage of death, 
le | hee was without ifſue,” and had 
by| none of his owne body to ſuc- 
he ceed him in his kingdome, It 
9] will be ſaid, What warranthad . 3 
ut! Fzechiah to pray againſt death _... 
nſt for this cy his warrant : c— I 
hat was good ?-for God had made a | 
1! particular promiſe to Davidand 
het his poſterity after him, that.ſo - 
> of long. as they feared God, and * 
WH walked-inhis commandements, . 
tho they ſhould not-want iffue to fit . 
 9f-npott the throne of the. Eing- 
cre} dome after them. Now Ezekiah *: 
on} ie che-time ofthe Prophets mel- - 
M1 ſage, remembring: what. pro- - 
=: :. FL.; a_ 
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4.4 & - 5 


miſe God hath made, _ and how. 


hee for his part had -kept the | 
condition thereof, 1n that he had | 


walked before God-with an ups 
right heart, and had done that 


which was. acceptable .1n hi |. 
ſight, he prayed againſt death, | 
10t ſo much becaule hee feared / 


| 


the dapper of it, but {becauſc 
hee wanted iſſue. This prayer 
God accepted and heard, and he 


added. fiiteene yeeres unto his} 


dayes,and two yeeres after gave 
um Alanaſſes. 4 


The fourth objeStion is,. that] 


thoſe which have beene reputed 
tobe of the better ſort of men, 
" oftentimes have miſerable ends 
for ſome end their dayes deſpat 
ring, ſome raving and blaſphe: 
ming, ſome ſtrangely .tormen- 


trait 


A 


| 
4 


*” 
_ 
ow 


( 

> | 
1 
( 
/ 


| 


ted : 1t-may ſeeme therefore that 


the day of death 1s. the day off /,, 


greateſt woe and miſery, Tothi 
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ed | ſame condition us to the juſt and: 
{ | the withed, tothe good and to the 
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| he 
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er firſt of all generally, 
! that wee muſt not judge of the 
| eſtate of any man before God: 
by outward things, whether 
they be bleſſings orjudgements: 
whether they fall in life. or 


| 


F0 


hy 


# 
alk 
—o 

* » 


#| of themſclyes, that being alive 


death. For (as. Salomon ſaith} 
all things come alike toall : andthe 


phre, aud to the polluted, and ta 
him that ſacrificeth ,- and to hins 
that ſacrificerh not : as us the 
good, ſo rs the ſinner , hee that 


| ſweares , as hee that feareth an 


oath, Secondly, I anſwer the 
particulars which be alleadged 
on this manner : And firſt of all 
touching deſpaire, at 1s true that 
not onely wicked and looſe per- 
ſons deſpaire in death : - but alſo 
repentant ſinners, who often- 
times in their ſickeneſle teſtifie 


—_— 
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aud lying in theic beds, ; they Þ 


feele themſelves as it were to K®. 


be in hell, and toapprehend the 


very pangs and tormen:s theres. | 


of. And I doubt not for all this, 


but that the child of God moſt | 


deare unto him, may through 
the gulfe of deſperation attaine 
co.everlaſting happinefſe. This 
appeares by the manner of Gods 
dealing in the matter of our ſal- 
vation. All the- workes of God 
are done 1n and by their contra- 
ries. In the creation all things 
were made, not of ſomething, 
but of nothing, cleane contrary 
to the courſe of nature. In the 
worke of redemption, God 
gives life not by life, but by 
death : and if we confider aright 


of Chriſt upon the Croſſe, wee 
ſhall ſee our paradiſe out of pa- 
radiſe in the midt of hell. For 


out of his owe curſed deatk 
| doth 


' => 22, m- & m4 OO > < 
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. ©} > 
as! |. 
- 


yr 
e * 
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feQtuall vocation, when it plea- 
ſeth God to convert and turne 
men unto him, hee doth it by 


|. the meanes of the Goſpell prea- 


| 


it! ched, which 1n reaſon ſhould 


drive all men from God. Forit 


Is as contrary to the nature of 


| 


| 


manas fire to water, and light 
to darkenefſle : and for all this, 
though 1t bee thus againſt the 
diſpoſition and heart of man, 1t 
prevailes with him and turnes 
him to God. Furthermore when 
God will ſend his owne ſer- 
vants to heaven, he ſends them 
a contrary 'way , even by the 
pates of hell : and when 1t 15 his 

pleaſure to make them depend 

on his favour and providencc, 

he makes them teele his anger 
and to bee nothing in them- 


lelves,that they may wholly de» 


B 4 pend 


, F tt of dying well. '*F ; ; 
Zoth hee bring us life andeter= 
Fall happinefſe. Likewiſe 1n ef- 
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pend upon him , and be what« | 


ſoever they are in him. This 
point being well conſidered, it 
1s manifeſt that the cnilde of 
God may paſle to heaven by the 


very .gulfes of hell. The love , 


of God 1s like a ſea, into which 
whena man1s caft, he neither 
feeles bottome nor ſees banke. I 


conclude therfore that deſpaire, | 


whether jt ariſe of weakeneſk 
of nature, or of conſcience of 
fin : though 1t fall out about the 
time of death, cannot preju- 
dice the ſalvation of them that 
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- writhing of his lips, the tur- 
{ ning of the necke, the buckling 
* of the joynts and the whole bo- 


die, proceed of crampes and 
convulhons, which follow after 


' much evacuation. And where- 


as ſome 1n ſickenefle are of that 
ſtrength, that 3. or 4. men can- 
not hold them without bonds, 
'tcomes not of witchcraft, and 
poſieſſions , as people common- 
ly thinke , but of choler 11 the 
veines, And whereas ſome when 
they are dead, become as blacke 
as pitch { as Boxzer was ) 1t may 


ariſe by a bruiſe, or an' 1mpo=- 
| ſtume, or by the blacke jaun- 


diſe, or by the putrifacti6 of the 
liver: and it doth notalwates-ar- | 
pue ſome extraordinary. judge- 
ment of God. Now theſe and 
the like diſcaſeswith theirſynp= 
tomes & (trange effects, though 
they ſhall deprive a man of his - 
health, - 


- 
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health;: and of the right uſe of | 
the parts of his body, and of the F 
uſe of reaſon too : yet they can- | 
not deprive his ſoule of eternall 
life. Andall ſinnes, procured by | 


violent diſcaſes, and proceeding 
from: repentant ſinners, are ſing 
of infirmity : for which, if they 
know them and come againe to 
theuſe of reaſon, they will furs 
ther repent; 1f not, they are par- 
doned and buried1n the death of 

Chriſt. - And wee ought not ſo 
- muehto ſtand upon the ſtrange» 


nefle of any mans end, when | 
wee know the goodneſle of his] 


life: for we muſt judge 'a man 


not by his death, bur by lus life. | 


Andif this be true, that ſtrange 
diſeaſes, and thereupon ſtrange 
behaviours in death, may. befall 


the beſt man that is : wee-mult] 


learne to' reforme- our judge 


ments of {uchas1ye at the pount]- 
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Frfdeath. The common opinion 
e F is, 'thatifa man lyequierly and 
| goe away like a lambe(whichin 
' lome diſeaſes, as conſumptions 
y | andſuchlike, anyman may doe) 
3 | thathe goes ſtraight to heaven: 
s | burifthe violence of the diſeaſe 
y | ftirre up impatience, and cauſe 
| inthe party franticke behavi- 
'ours, then men uſe toſay, There 
- | is4/judgement of God ſerving 
ff | either ro'diſcover an hypocrite, 
o| ertoplaguea wicked man. But 7 
& | thetruth 1s otherwiſe ;” for in- 
| deeda man may die like a lamb, 
15:] and yet goe to hell : and one dy= 
n| ing in exceeding torments; and 
e | ftragge behaviours of the body, 
3e| -may goto heaven: & by the out- 
| - ward codition of any:man,cither 
I} inlifeor death, ;wee are-notto 
it] judge of his eftate before God. 
& | - Thefourth objection is-this : 
- When a man is moſt neere death, 
| then 


WT. +... forth and faid, Lord, now letteff | ter 


” 
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then the divell 1s moſt bukie int} þ 
' temptation, & the more menare 
afhulted by Saran,the more dan- | 
gerous and troubleſome is their | hi 
caſe. And therefore it may feeme 
That the day of death 1s the | 
worſt day of all. A{:The condi | 
tion of Gods children 1n earth | to 
1s twofold. Same are not temp- | 
ted,and ſome are, Some I fayare-| ol: 
not tempted, as Simeon, who | v0 
when he had ſcene Chriſt, brake | be 


' thou thy ſervant depart in peace,'| tht 
ic. Gro-dnitring no doubt, | mc 
that he ſhould end his dayes in | det 
all manner of peace. As For them | an 
which are tempted, though thelr | an 
. caſe bee very troubleſome and | of 
perplexed, yettherr ſalvation 1s | yet 
,not further off, by reafon of the | ou; 
violence and'extremity of temp- fr 
tation. For God is then preſent | ſu 
- by the unſpeakeable comfort off ev1 
' tes 
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in!} his ſpirit, and:when we are mot 


*weake, hee is moſt ſtrong in us : 


[becauſe his manner 1s to ſhew 


his power 1n weaknes. And for 
this cauſe, even in the time of 
f death the divell recetves the - 
greateſt foyle, when he lookes 


| tor the greateſt victory. 


7 


The tixt objection 1s this: Vie 
oleat and ſudden death 1s a grie- 
yous curſe,and of all evils which 
befall. man 1n this life, none is fo 
terrible {therefore it may ſeeme 


| that the day of ſudden death 1s 


moſt miſerable. Ac [t is true in- 
deed that ſudden death is a curſe 
and grievous judgment of God, 
and therefore not without cauſe 
of men feared in'the world: 
yet all things conſidered, wee 
ought more to be afraid of. an 
-umpenitent and evill life,then of 
ſudden death. For though it be 


4 evill, as death it ſelfe in his owne 


nature 


- 
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nature 1s, yet we mutt not think 4 
itto be ſimply evill : becauſenſ#o' 
15notevill toall men, nor in alc 
reſpetts evill. I fay it 1s not eyillfu 
to all men, conſidering that naþ4& 


kind of death isevill or a curſqu 


unto them that are in Chrifjt 
who are freed from the whole 
curſe of the law. And therefor an! 
the hely Ghoft ſaith, Bleſſedaym: 


they that dye in the Lord; forthd lai 
-” 


from their labors : where 
is fignified, that they whichdeſNe 
part this life, being members 10 
Chrift, enter into everla{ttgar' 
happines; of what death ſoeveſ th 
they dye, yea though it be: ſud] 0a 


_ den death. - Againe I ſay,” tha al 
| ſudden death 1s not evill in all ly 


reſpects ; for itis not evall, be tt 
cauſe it 1s ſudden, burtbecauſey w 
commonly takes men unpfe It 
pared,and by thizt rheanes malt 1 
the day of death a blacke dayy © 
ark 
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ink{hd' as 1t were a very ſpeedy 
ſer p owne-fall to the gulfe of hell. 
n afOcherwiſe 1f a man bee ready 
yilljand prepared to dye, . ſudden 
tnaldeath is 1n effe& no death, bur a 
urſſquicke and ſpeedy entrance. to 
tif eternall life. 
hokſ+ Theſe objeCtions being thus 
ford anſwered ,. it appeares to bee a 
{inmanifeſt truth which Salomon 
thajlaith, that the day of death is bet- 
rebjter indeed then the day of birth. 
1de{Now I come to the third point, 
rs of in which the reaſons & reſpects 
ing are to be conſidered that make 
eveq the day of death to ſurpaſſe the 
fudl day of mans birth:and they may 
thaj all be reduced tothis one, name> . 
all ly, that the birth day is an en- 

bel trance unto'all woe and miſery, 
ſex whereas'the day of death joy- 
pie ned with a godly and reformed 
ie life, is an entrance or degree to 
lay eternal life, Which I make ma- 
and nifeſt 
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nifeft thus : Eternall life hat [wh 
threedegrees: one 1n this life; 
when a man can truely fay thay” 


© he lives not, bur that Chniff®* 


lives in him:and this all mencah fs 


ſay that repent and beleeve, and}? | 
are juſtified & ſanQified & hay | 
peace of conſcience , with otha| 
gifcs of Gods Spirit, which ar $, 
the earneſt of their ſalvat1. The Ive 
ſecond degree is the' end of thi] 7 
life, when the body goes to th a 
earth, and theſoule is carriedb 6 
the Angels into heaven:the thin 2© 
is inthe end of the world at thy?" 
laſt judgement, when body an rp 
ſoule reunited,doe joyntly-ent M 
_ into eternal happines in heavaſ*,” 
Now of theſe three degres," 
death it ſelfe being joyned with 
the feare of God, 1s the ſecondJ*** 

_ which alſo containeth im it tw 
worthy ſteps to life, The 61 
is a freedome from all miſereſ® 

p-- wud 

4a* 
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\x{ hich have their end in death. 4 
.cafor though men in his life are : 
* "han to manifold dangers by | 
-a{aand land,as alſo to ſundry a- 
\{clies, paines, diſcaſes, as fea- 
iLyers,and conſumptions, &c. yet 
JE: whendeath comes, there is an 
h!| ad of all. Again,fo long as men. 
ap} ven this world, whatſoever. - 
They be, they doe inſome part = 
th lyeln bondage under original 
|corrup.:101 and the remnants 
14Jtbereof, which are doubtings of 
hid Gods providence, unbehete , 
. pride of heart, ignorance, COVe= 
a;{ouſnes, ambition, envy, hatred, 
nee) 12th, and ſuch like finnes, which 
velonng forth fruits unto death. 
-«|4nd to be 1n ſubjeftion to ſin on 
vid thus maner, is a miſery of all mi- 
\nj{eries. Therefore Paxl,when he. 
tw 4s tempted unto fin by his cor= 
gr uption, 'cals the very temptati« AF 
erie92 the buffers of Saray, and a it a Coryons.. 
hich I | were 3 
4+ : 


| 
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' were a pricke or thorne won 
ding his fleſh, and patning hi 
at the very heart. Againe, in 
other place wearted with hi 
own corruptions, he complaingf® 
that he is ſold nnder ſinne, ang! 
Rom. 7. he cries out : O miſerable mall 
| 24. that I am,who ſhal deliver me from! 
= P19: chis body of death ? David faidſ 
| 73% that his eyes guſhed out withriſtt 
vers of teares, when other meiÞV« 
fined againſt God : how muclÞ) 
more then was hee grieved four 
the finnes wherewith hee lutff the! 
ſelfe was overtaken 1n his life$2uc 
And indeed it isa very hell fof%* 
a man that hath but a ſparke of * 
grace, to be exerciſed, turmoyf”? 
led, and tempted with the inf* 
borne corrnptions and rebellig?an 
ons of his owne heart : and if Ft 
man would deviſe a torment 
ſuch as feare God, and defire tif29« 
. walke1unewnelſle of life,he alt 7 
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deviſe a greater then this. 
x this cauſe bleſſed is the day 
a death, which brings with ita 
-Weedome from all ſinne what- 
negvever.. For when we dye, the 
\norruption of nature 1s quite a= 
Aboliſhed,and ſan&ification is ac« 
-mſompliſhed. Laſtly, it is a great 
ich{miery that the people of God 
1g&reconſtrained 1n this world to: 
neffiive and converſe in the compa- 
uy of the wicked, as ſheepe are 
fningled with goats which ftrik 
i-&bem, annoy their paſture, and 
ife$nuddy their water. Hereupon = 
 g(Pavidcryed out. Woe ts me that Pfal.120, ©; 
6 of rermaine in Meſhech, and dwell s þ 
1onÞ#the tents of Kedar.W hen Elias | Kintg.q | 
new that e Lab and 7ezabel had 4 
eljÞlanted idolatry in Iſrael, and 
if $at they ſought his life alſo, he 
went apart into the wilderneſle _ 
(2d defired to dye. But this mi- 
aff} 1S allo ended in the day of. 
—_: ' © . * _ 
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- ries whichpreſently are upon 
righteous ts taken away from th) V"* 


beboldtherefore Imill gather thts al | 


death, 1n as much as death is aÞ4 
It were the hand of God to ſonf 
and ſingle out thoſe that be thel# 
ſervants of God, from all ur 
godly men.inthis moſt wretch[* 
ed world. 7 

Furthermore, this exceeding| 
benefit comes by death, that nj» 
doth not onely abolith the miſe| 


butalſo prevent thoſe which ar tre 
to come. The righteows (faith the be: 
Prophet 1/aiah) periſheth, andu the 
man conſidereth it in his heart, and ** 
merciful men are taken away, & 


20 man underſtandeth that thi 


evill ro cone. Example of this w| 
have in 1ofias. Becauſe (faith tle gel 
Lord) thine heart did melt, al 2 
thou haſt humbled thy ſelfe befar wy 
the Lord, whew thou heart = 
what Iſpake againſt this place, & They 
this 


a, 


HE - 
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I rby fathers, .and thou ſhalt bee 


wt in thy grave in peace, and thine 


mw es ſpall not-ſee all the evill which 
+ 7 il bring upon this place. And 1Cor,t1, 


Paul faith, that among the Co» 23. 
il inthians, /o-e were aſleepe, that 
t it 3, dead, that they might .not bee- 
(| ondermed with the wart... .. 
| Thus: much of freedome 
_ from miſery,.. which 1s the firtt . 
<1 benefit that comes by death, and 
j,| the firſt ſtep to life: now fol- 
| lowes the ſecond, which 1s, that. 
| death. gives an-entrance-to the 
| ſoule, that:it:may come into the 
ul preſence of the everliving God, 
vol Of Chriſt, and of .all the An- 
th! 8*1Sand Saints in heavgo. . The 
4 worthinefle of this © benefite - 
jor makes the. death of- the .r1gh- 
4f| **0us to bee no death, - but ra - 
4] Fara bleſſing. to bee wiſhed of 
1 2 men. . The conſideration. of | 7 
nl *his.made Par!to fay, / Wy Phil.n + 
vec 
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be diſſolved:but what is the ca 6lþ E 
of this defire? that followes if 
the next words, namely, thatby 
-. his diflolution he might comet] a 
be wth ( hriſt. When the Queey [W 
of Sheba ſaw all Salomons wilt] 
dome, andthe houſe that he et 
built, and the meat of his table} 
andthe ſitting of his ſervants,&| - 
; | the order of his. miniſters, and anc 
' xKin.16.$ fheirap ppcell &c. ſhe ſaid, Hap 
| py are thy men, happy are theſeth th ni 
ſervants which ſtand ever befor} 43 
thee and heare thy wiſedowe: mul life 
more then may wee ſay, that Ma 
they are ten thouſand fold hap] 
py, which ſtand not 1n thepre# de 
ſence of an earthly King,butbs int 
fore the King of Kings,the Lori tho 
of Heaverand Earth, and at hi kex 
right hand injoy pleaſures fot _ 
evertmore.  Voſes hath beent 
' renowhed in all ages for chi & 
has God. vouchſafed: Him be bt 
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Ny much favour as to ſee his hin- 
qwErparts at his r-queſt : O then 
Twhat liappineſle 15 this to ſee the | 
[glory aj majeity of God face - 
41 to face, and to have eternall fel- 
ſo! Pg with God. our Father, 
al Chrift our Redeemer, and the 
le holy Ghoſt our comforter, and 
\&| to-live with the bleſſed Saints 
ind! and Angels in heaven for ever ?. 
[i51 Thus now the third point is-ma=- 
;44| mifeſt, namely, 1n whatreſpects 
| death 1s :more | excellent then 
1ch| life. Ir-may be, here the mind of '- 
hl} man-unſatisfied will yet further 
ap} reply and fay,that howſoever 1n . 
wel death' the ſoules of men enter 
bs} into Heaven, yet their bodies, 
off] though they have beene tenderly. 
big] kept for mear,drink,& apparell, 
fa and have flept many a night in , 
enth beds of doune, matt lyein darke 
is} & loathſome graves, & therebe 
bat wait & conſumed with worms. . 
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Anſw. All this is true indeed,byp FR 
all is nothing: if ſo be it we will 
byt.conſider aright of our gray. 
as we ought. W e muſt not judgſthe 
of-.our graves, as they appean| ge, 
to the bodily eye, but we mull. @ 
looke upon .them by the eye of b } 
faith,. and conſider them as theſe 
are altered and changed.by thif af. 
death and buriall of Chriſt, winf &; 
having vanquiſhed death upoi af 
the Croſſe, purſued him after] gg; 
ward to hts.owne den, and foyy jm 
ledhim there, and deprived hin 


are 

of his power:and by this.meang| gfj 
Chriſt in his\owne. death hatif gf, 
buried our death, and by 154 
vertue of his buriall , as witll Cy 
Iweet incenſe, . hath ſweetnalſ jay 

_ and perfumed our. graves , and Ji#, 
made them of ſtinking 6 Joatiy ſh; 


4 Iaig7, 2. {ome cabbins,to.become prince ya] 
.  Cqgrad, and beds of molff mni 
: weet..and. happie reſt ,j, fall be. 
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oth more ' excellent. then beds of 
vildowne. 

ve-And though the body rot in 
dgf the grave,or be eaten of wormes 
art] oof fiſhes in the ſea, or burnt 
ul aſhes, yet tlat wil not be un- 
{tous a matter of diſcomfort, if 
ba we:do well conſider the ground 
f efal-grace,namely,our conjun= 
VIM Gol with Chrift. It is indeede 
Poll 4 fpariterall, and yet a moſt reall 
tn conjunction. And we mult not 
9) image: that our: ſoules alone 
ul zxrejayned to the body and ſoule 
nd of Cheittz but the whole perſon 
al of man both 1a body and fſoule - 
nt xjoyned:and xaited to whole 
uh Chrift Andoaviien we are once 
 joyned to Ghrſt-yehis mortall 
9 life by the bond of the ſpirit, we 
Ul ſhallremaine and coptinuceter= 
4 nally joyned with him, and this 
07 nniGonce'truly made;{halnever 
q bed:folved. Hence it followes, 
YJ” . C that 


44 The right way 


that although the body be fe. | i 
vered from the ſoule in death, | q; 
yer neither body nor ſoule are] y, 
ſevered from Chriſt, but the ves] þ+ 
ry body rotten in the- grave,| i 
drowned in the ſea, burnedtof al 
athes, abides till united to hin] th 
& is as truly a member of Chriftf lj, 
then, as before. This point wel gr 
muſt remember as the Hank 

on of all our comfort, and _ de 


it for ever asatruth. For looke| he 
what was the condition off th, 
Chriſt in death, the ſame or the, di 
like 1s the-conditton of all hy of 
members. Now the condition} an 
of Chrift was: this, though hi ne 
body and ſoule were Frend the 
each from other, as farre as hea re: 
venand the grave,yet neither off the 
them. were ſevered from thy 1tr 
Godhead of the.Son, but botig tio 
did in death ſubfiſt in his perſon] fro 
And therefore though our boJ/ E 
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of aying well. 45 
dies and ſoules bee pulled afun- 
| der by natural or violent death, 
ue | yet neither of them ,, no not the 
7«| body it ſelfe ſhall be ſevered and 
e,| diſ-joyned fro Chriſt, It will be 
tof alleadged, that if the body were 
mw] then united to Chriſt, it ſhould 
iltf live and bee quickned 1n the 
wel grave. Az/.Not io: when a mans 


1 arme or legge 1s: taken with the .. 


old deadpalſie,tt receives little orno 
pkel hear, life, ſenſe, or motion from 
off the body: and yet notwithftan« 
the] ding it remaines fill a member 


10 


, of the body , becauſe the fleſh. 
} and the bone of 1t remaine joy=- 
hy ned to the fleſh, andthe bone to: 
req the body:even ſo may the body . 
x24 remaine a .member of. Chritt., , 


— 


roll though for ſome ſpace of time . 
thi} 1t receive neither ſenſe nor mes». 


otly tion nor life from the. {oule-or : 


ſonj from the Spirit of Chriſt, :._._,.. 
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ber that by the vertue of this 
conjunction,ſhal the dead body, 
be it rotten, burned, devoured, |; 
or howtfoever conſumed, at the 
day of j1dgement riſe to eternal] 
glory.In the winter ſeaſon trees 
remaine without fruit or leaves, p: 
and being beaten with wind &| 1. 
weather, appeare to the ele asiff (, 
they were rotten trees; yet wh| 
the ſpring time comes againe,| 
they bring forth as before, buds ,. 
wa! bloflomes, leaves and fruit: 
the reaſon 1s, becauſe the body, 
graine, and armes of the tree arg 
all joyned to the root, where li 
the ſap in the winter ſeaſon, an(} 
whece by means of this conjun} , 
'Etion it 15 derived to al the part} 1, 
of the tree in the ſpring'time] c 
'Evenfſo the bodies of menhay 4. 
*heir winter alſo, in which the 1 | 
are turned to duſt, & ſo 'remaitt 

for the ſpace of many = gy 
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eeres, yet in the day of judge- 
ment by means of that myſtical 
a, | conjunCtion with Chriſt, ſhall a 
d, | divine and quickning vettue 
the fireame thence to all the bodies 
nall 'f the elect, to cauſe the to live 
© 2gaine, andthat to life eternall. 
'G,) But ſome will ſay,thatthe wic« 
& ked alſo riſe again, A»ſ:They. de 
51 fo indeed, but not by the ſame 
yi cauſe,for they riſe by the power 
| of Chriſt, as he is Tadge to con» 
ud demn thE:wheras the godly riſe 
” againe by the vertue of Chritts 
of reſurrection, whereof they are 
27 partakers by meanes of that 
b ] bleſſed and indifſoluble conjune 
a tion which they have with 
©} Chrift. Andthe bodies of the e= 
a et though thy conſume never 
1 fomuch in the grave, yet are 
. '| they ſtill 1n Gods favour, and in 
a the covenant of grace:to which, 
4 decauſe they have right, being 
B.-.  C3 - - ' dead 
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_ dead, they ſhall not remaine | thi 
for ever, but ſhall riſe to glory | an 
at the laſt judgement. Therefore | þa 
the rotting of the body 1s no-| m1 
thing 1n reſpect, and the death| C} 
of the body no death. Andj his 
therfore alſo death in the old &| ye 
new Teſtament. 1s made but a| of 
fleepe,& the grave a bed, where- 
of the like was never ſcene; 
wherin a man may reſt, nothing 
at all troubled with dreames or} jo 
fantaſies;& whence he ſhal riſe} on 
no more ſubject to weaknes or] my 
ſicknes, bus preſently be tran; of 
| ſlatedtoeternall glory. By this ta; 
then which hath beene aid, i, ly 
appeares that the death of tis be 
righteous 1s a ſecond degreets w 
everlaſting happineſſe, | af 

Now then conſidering ouj ſh 
conjunction with Chriſt 1s ti co 
foundation of all our joy & > of 
tort inlite and death, we are 0 Li 
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ſs | the feare of God to learne this 
ry | ane Iefl6,namely,that while we 
re | have time in this world , wee 
18] muſt labour to bee united unto 
th] Chriſt ,: that we may be bone of 
nd} his bone, & fleſh of his fleſh. This 
&| yery point is as it werea flaggo 
a] of wine to revive our ſoules 
re-| when they be 1n a l\wownatany 
x;] inftarit. And that we may bee 
ng! affured that we are certainely 
or! joyned to Chrift, we muſt Thews 
iſe our ſelves to be members of his 
or! myſtical body by thedaily fruits 
ar of righteouſnes aud true repen- 
his tance. And being once certain= 
| ly affured in conſcience of our 
tis, being in Chriſt, let death come 
0 whe1t will, & letit cruelly part 

| aſunder both body and ſoule,yet 
uh ſhall they both remaine un the 
tid covenant, and by meanes there- 
of be re-united and taken up to 
WW life eternall, Whereas -on' the 
1e C 4 Colts 
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FO The right way. , © 
trary, if men be out of the cove; | y,; 
nant and dye out of Chriſt, they] z,, 
ſoules goe to hell, and their þg: 
dies rot for atime inthe grayg| 
but afterward they rife to end 
lefle perdition. W herefore I lay 
againe andagaine, Labour thaf 
your conſciences by the holyf 
Ghoſt may teſtifiethat yee ay 
living ſtones.in the Temple «ff 
God, and branches bearing fruy] s 


a | | 01 
in the true vine,and then yeſhal| ,,, 
feele by experience , that thy ,.. 


pangs of death ſhall be a furthq 
degree of happineſle then eye 
ye foundin your lives,eyen they w 
when ye are gaſping and pai 4, 
ting for breath. 
* Thus much for the meaning 
of the text, now follow ti 
uſes, & they are manifold. Tt 
firſt and principal is this; In tiut 
Salomon preferres the day 0 
death before the day of burtij 
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"| ke doth therem' give us to un- 
1 drftand, that there 1s a dire 
'F and certaine way wherby a man 
"4 may die well; & 1f1t had bin 0+ 
"| therwiſe, he could not have ſaid 
| that the day of - death is better. 


"1 And whereas he avoucheth this, 


If he ſhewes withall, that there is 
aninfallible way wherby aman 


'2v may make a bleſſed end. There- 


| fore let tis come now to ſearch 
#7] our this way ; the knowledge 
1 and true underſtanding whereof 


"1! maſt not bee fetched from the 
, 4 wrigngs of men, but from the 


1 Word of God, who hath the 
power of lite and death in his - 

ewne hand. LED 

' Now that a man may die wel, 

Gods word requires 2. things, 

apreparation before'death, and 

aright behaviour and dr{poſitt- 


RN 6nin death. 


| The preparation unto death : 
1s 
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15an action of a repentant: ſin- 
ner, whereby he makes himſelfe 
fit and ready to die, and it 151 
duty very neceflary , to which 
we are bound by Gods coman- 
dement. For there be ſundry 
places 1n Scripture which doe 
ftraightly 1njqyn us to watch & 
pray, & to make our ſelves re. 
dy every day againſt the ſecond 
comming of Chrift to judge 
ment. Now the ſame places doe 
withall bind us to make prep 
ration againſt death, at whuc 
time God comes to pg 
unto us particularly. Againe/ 
lookeas death leaveth a man io| 
ſhall the laſt judgement find: 
- him, and ſo ſhall. he abide eter: 
nally:there may be changes,an| 
converſions from evill to good 
in this life, but after death there 
15 no change at all. Therefore: 
preparation to death can 1n 0! 
ET wik) 
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wiſe be omitted of him that de» 
fires t@ make an happy and bleſ= 
kd end. by 
This preparation 1s two-fold : 
generall,and particular.Generaf 
preparation 15 that whereby a 
man prepares himſelfe te dye 
through the whole courſe of his 
life. A dutie molt needfull that 


muſt in no wile be omitted. The 


reaſons are theſe : Firſt of all, 
death which 15s certaine 1s moſt 
uncertaine. I {ay 1t 1s certain, be- 


' cauſe no man can eſchue death. 


And it is uncertaine, 3. wales z 
firlt, 1n regard of time : for no 
man knows whe he ſhall die:{e- 
coadly,in regard of place : for 
no man knowes where he ſhall 
die, whether in his bed or 1n 
the field, whether by ſca or by 
land : thirdly, 1n reſpect of the 
kind of death, for no man knows 
whether he ſhal dy ofa lingring 

or 
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or ſudden, or a violent or natis 
ral death. Hence it follows, that 
men ſhould every day prepare 
themſelves to death. Indeed if 
we could know when, whett 


and how we ſhould die, the cafe} 


were otherwiſe ; but ſeing wee 
know none of theſe, 1t ſtandsus 
in hand tolooke about us. A fe. 
cond reaſon ſerving further t9 
per{ſwade us, 1s this : The moſt 
dangerous thing of all in this 
world,is,toneglect all prepars» 
tion. To make this point more 


tW( 


manifeſt, I will uſe this comp] the 


Tiſon ! A certaine man purſued} 


by an VYnicorne, in his flight falz 


mtoa dungeon, and in hs fall! 


takes hold and hangs by the} 
arme of a tree : now as he thus} 
hangs looking downeward, hee 
ſees 2. worms gnawing at the 
roote of the tree;and as he looks 
upward, he ſees an hive of moſt 
ſweet 
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ww] fyeet hony,bereupon he climes 
ab] upinto it, and fitting by 1t, hee 
el feeds thereon. In the meane ſea- 
if] fon while he 1s thus fitting, the 
re] two worms gnaw 1N pleces the 
ie] rot of the tree : w® done, tree 
| and man & all fall into the bot- 
us] tome of the dungeon. Now this 
ef Vnicorne 1s death : the man that 
to] flyeth,ts every one of us, and e= 
[t| very I1ving man :-the pit over 
1s| which he hangeth, 1s hell : the 
| arme of the tree 1s life 1t ſelf: the 
re; two worms are day and nzght, 
2| the continuance whereof 1s the 
d} whole life ofa man : the hive of 
[s? hony 1s the pleaſures, and pro- 
Il! fits and honours of this world, 
ef to which whe men wholly gue 
x} theſelves, not conſidering their 
eþend, till the tree rot, that 1s, this 
e | temporall life be cut off : which 
; 

, 


Þ 


* 


being once done, they plunge 
theſelyes quite into the gulte of 
| hell 
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By this 'wee ſee that there isz|' 


good cauſe that men ſhould nat 
deter this preparation till. the 
time of licknes, but rather eve 
ry day make themſelves ready 
againſt the day of death. But 
ſome will ſay,It ſhall ſuffice] 
prepare my ſelfe to pray when 


I begintobe ficke. A» Thelt 


men greatly deceive thEſelves: 


for the time thE 1s moſt unfit ty; 
begin a preparation, becauſcall 
the ſenſes & powers of the b 
dy are occupied about the pain 
and troubles of the diſcaſe : and 
the ficke party 1s exerciſed 7 
ly in conference with the Phyl+ 
cian, partly with the Minit 
about his ſoules health,and mat! 
ters of conſcience; and parth| 
with friends that come to vil 
Therefore there muſt ſome pre 
paration goe before in the tim 
of health,when the whole mat 
' Will 
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153] with all the powers of body and 
no] foule are at iberry. Again,there 

the] be ſome others which 1wmagine 
eve] and ſay, that a man may repent 
adj] when he wil,even in the time of 
Bur] death : and that ſuch repentance 
1f1] is ſufficient. Anſclt is falſe which 
hey they fay;for it's not 1n the pows= 
nice; ex of man to repent when hee 
es; himſelfe wilgwhen God wil, he 
to) may.It 1s notin him that willeth 
all or runnech, but in God that 
| hath mercy. And Chriſt faith, 
Ns that many ſhall ſeek to enter in- 
and to heaven,and ſhall not be able, 
at} but why ſo? becauſe they ſeeke 
yi! when it is too late, namely whe 
Wl the time of grace 15 paſt. There- 
' fore 1t 1s exceeding folly for 
men ſo much as once to dreame - 
that they may have repentance 
at comand:nay it is a juft judge- 
ment that they ſhould be con- 


demned of God in death, thar 
| d1d 
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did contemne God: 1n their lis he v 
and that they ſhould quite beef 
forgotten of God in tickneſſeſ® 
that did forget God 1n thanſ®® 
health. Again,I anſwer,thar thig 19 
late repEtance is ſeldome or ne 
ver true repentance, It 1s ficke|*** 
like the party himſelfe , com WP 
monly languiſhing and dying 2. 
together with him. Repentangſ*? 
ſhould be voluntary (as all «be ed, 
dience to God ought)but repenq P!* 
tance taken up in ficknes, is uſwl 
ally conſtrained andextortedby 
the feare of hel,and other judge| ** 
ments of God : for crofles, aff th 
etions,and ficknes wil cauſe tht 
groſleit hypocrite that ever wi 
to ſtoope and buckle underthe 
hand of God, and to difſemble 
faith and repentance, and every} ® 
grace of God, as though hee had ws 
them as fully as any of the true] ©: 
ſervants of God: —— { 

| - 
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{he wants thE altogether. Wher- 
tore ſuch repentance commonly 
A{Þ1s, but-counterfert, For 1n true 
c[and ſound repentance men muſt 
tl forſake their finnes;. but in this 
6d the finne forſakes the man; who 
ke leaves all his evill wayesonely 
mil upon this, that he1s conſtrained 
nol © leave the world. Wherefore 
t15athing greatly to bee wiſh- 
led, that men would repentand 
| prepare themſelves todie 1n the 
6.4 time of health, before the day of 

| death or ſicknefle come. Laſtly, 

| 1t 1s alleadged: that one of the 
| theeves repented upon the 
4 croſle. Arſe. The theefe was cal- 
wal led after the eleventh houre at 
the-point of the twelfth, when 

ble} he-was now dying and drawing 
ery] 9 + Therefore his converfion 
144] Was altogether miraculous and 
| extraordinary 5, and there was a 
{ſpecial reaſon why Chit wold 
a - _ have 


} 
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have bimto be called then, that] ga 
while hee was in ſuffering heeþpu 
might ſhew forth the vertue offth: 
his paſſion, that all which ſaw an 
the one, might alſo acknows|pi 
ledge the other. Now 1t 15:net Ia 
good for men to make an ordi of 
nary. rule of an extraordinary bl: 
example. ſ 


Thus then this - point being 
maniteſt, that a general prepara yo 
tion muſt bee made, let us now| de: 
ſee in what manner it mult be| th 
done. And for the right doing; of, 
of it, five duties-mult be practs ou 
ſed in the courſe of our lies tl 
The firſt is the meditation of! ſec 
death in the life time; for th, of 
life of a Chriftii is nothing elk} up 
but a meditation of death. A no} ga 
table practiſe hereof we haven of 
the example of o/2ph of eAvi| of. 
eathea, who made his tombeit] by 
ls life time inthe midft of bi 
| gal 


of dyingwell.- Gr 
hat] garden:no doubt for this end, to 
hee put himfſelfin mind of death, GY 
off that in the midſt of his delight 
aw| and pleaſures, Heathen Philoſo- 
| phers that never knew Ohrilt; 

net] had many excellent meditations 
rd of death, though not comforta= 
ary} ble 1n regard of life everlaſting. 
Now we that have known and 
ing] beleeved 1n Chriſt, muſt goe be- 
arv} yond them 1n this point , conſt- 
ow dering with our ſelves ſuch 
bel things as they never. thought 
ing; of, namely, the cauſe of death, 
As} our ſinne : the. remedy thereof, 
ues} the curſed death of Chriſt ; cure 
z off kd 1 fay in regard of the kind 
the, of death and puniſhment laid 
elf} upon him, but bleſſed in re- 
no} gard of us. Thirdly, we muſt 
cin} Often meditate of the preſence 
4ri\ of death, which we doe, when 
ein] by Gods grace we make an ac- 
hy! count of every preſent day as if 


A: 1 
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it were the day ofour death;an 

reckon with our ſelves whay 

we goe to bed, as though weſ* 

ſhould never riſe againe, anſ'*. 

when we riſe, as though wa" 
ſhould never lye downe agatn 
. This meditation of death 1s « ey 
ſpeciall uſe, and brings fort} 
many fruits in the lite of m: Fe 
And firſt of all. it ſerves to hu c 
ble us under the hand of Golf, ; 
| Example we have of Abrahan|: " 
I who ſaid, Behold, I have beg ry 
| Gen-13: now to ſheake to my Lord, and 1 2, 
Had but duft and aſhes. Marke her = 
| 


VE! 


how the conſideration of hi 
mortality made him toabaſe "_ 
caſt down himſelte in the fight, _ 


of God; and. thus if wee coull "yl 
reckon of every day as of ta 1. 
laſt day.it would pull down ou. + 


peacocks feathers, and mal 
us with /oþ to abhor our ſelvay; 
mduſtandaſhes  ' 7 
Es =: a_ 
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Secondly, this meditation 18 
{a meanes to farther rep2ntance. 
an{When 70245 came to Ninive and 
walcried, Tet forty dies and Ninive 
ing/ ll be deftroyed, the whole city 
« offepented 1n fackecloath and a- 
wo hs When Elzas came to Ahab 
and told htm that the dogges 
ſhould eate Te/abel by the wall 

of [eſrael,and him alſo of Ababs 
ſtocke that died 1n the city, &c. 

| it made htm to hamble himfelfe 

i fo, as the Lord faith to Elas, 
þ J thou how Ahab i humbled 


L i 
hen 


before me ? Now tit the remem- 

brance of death was of ſacl 
, force in him that was but an 

| hypocrite, how excellent a 
| meanes'of grace will 1t be 1n 
1 them thattruly repent ? 

_ Thirdly, this meditation ſerves 
toſtirre up contentation ih eve= 
47 cftate and condition of life 
"| nar cho befall us, Riglireos 
d "Ip me 


* os £50. © OS 
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Tb 1nthe middeſt of his affliQigplu 
ons, comforts himſelf with thiked 
confideration, Naked (ſaith hewh 
came 1 forth of my mothers womh|blel 
aud naked ſhall I returne agaiihig 
&c., bleſſed be the name of thhel 
Lord. And ſurely the often meyet 
ditation of this,that a. man ofallhe { 
his abundance can. carry noma 
thing with him but either a cofſcor 
fin ora winding ſheet, or bothjtha 
ſhould bee a forcible meanestyger 
reprefle the unſatiable defire ofma; 
riches & the love of this world}yet 
Thus we ſee what an efteththe 
all meaues this, meditation 15tfyit 
encreaſe and further the gradithe 
of God in the hearts of men;but 
Now Icommend this firit dutjnat 
to your. Chriftian conſideratytha 
ons,defiring the practice of itflun 
your lives z which practice thube, 
x: may take place, two thungſthe 
_— patomes. 1. jb hay 

_ Py. 
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Rigplucke out of your hearts a wic* 
thiffed and erroneous imaginations. 
heJwhereby every man. naturally 
hbleſeth himſeife and thinkes 
highly of himſelte : and though 
tfthe had one foote 1a the grave, 
meyet he perſwades himſelfe that 
fallſhe ſhall not dye yet. There 1s no. 
n«[man almoſt {o old; but by the 
coffcorruption of h1s heart he thinks 
ethithat he ſhall live one .yeere lon- 
st4ger, Cruell & unmerciful death 
eolmakes league with no man:and 
rid yet the Prophet £/ay laith, that, 
tufthe wicked man makes a league; 
swith death : How can this be 2 

ratithere 15 no league made indeed 

en; but onely in the wicked imagi=- 

utjnation of man,who fallly thinks 

attiat death will not come neere 

tihim;though all the world ſhold 
lf be deſtroyed. See an example in 

ngthe parable of the rich man, that - 
rhaying Roreſt up abundance of . 
6 wealth 


? 
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wealth for many yeers, ſaidung j 

Luk.12. tohis own ſoule, Sowle, thoy haflf 
_” wHch goods laidnp for many yer] v1 
tive at eaſe,cat Arinke and take thi d 

paſtinze : whereas his ſoule wal y 

tetcht away preſently. And ſee » 

ing this natural corruption'isM} 4 

every mansheart,we mult dath| 4, 

fight againſt it, and labourbyal| 7+ 
mightand maine that 1t takemf 7. 

place in us:forſo long as ivſhll "4 
prevaile, wefhall be utterly nj n 

fit to make any preparation uf b 

death, Wee oughtrather to bf ca 
deavour to attaineto the 'mn k 

and meditation of S, Hirroml th 

who teſtifieth of himſelfe, & th 

In Epif. this manner, Whether Twalkes  bþ 
fleep,or whatſoener I as, 212 tony Til 

T heare'the ſound of the trum} 16 

r/e ye dead,» come to judpe ny IN 

' This ſecond thing which 

are to prattyfe , that weemilſf \ev 

come to x{crious meditation W 


wo 


«> 


by ' 
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[a pr owneends,is, tomake pray- 
aff er anto God, that — be 
re] enabled to reſolve our-ſelves - | 
etal death continually. Thus David pp, 1-1 
wal prayed, Lord make mee to kuow 3163 
ſee mine end, and the meaſure of my 
SU} deyes , et mee know how long I 
alh| have to live. And Moſes, Lord Pla. goup: | 
Wa reach me to number my dayes, thit © 
em 7-m4y apply my heart unto wiſe- 
hal en femay belaid, What need 
M9 menpray to God that they may 
119 beable to-number their dayes? 
't cannot they of themſelves wc» 
MJ kon a; few yeares and' dayes,. 
WI thatare able by Art te meaſure 
{ the globe of-the- carth, :and the 
-# ſpheres of heaven, andthe quan=- "I 
 tittes of the ſtarres., with their J 
longitudes, latitudes, altitudes 
motions, and diftances from the 
g carth2* No verily: For howſos: 
ever by a generall ſpeculation: 
F wee thinke GE” of;ous 


Pater, — l 
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ends, ;yet unlefle' the Spirit.off 
God be-our Schoole-maſter. tg} 
teach us our dutie , we ſhall ne 


ver be able.ſoundly to reſolye 
our \{elves of the preſence ;and 
{peedinefle of. death. And there. 
fore let us pray with David and 


' Moſes, that God would inligh| 
ten our minds with knowledge | - 
and fill our hearts with his grac] 


that we might rightly cenfider 
of death, -and eſteeme of every 
day and houre, as 1t were the 
dap and houre of death. 

The ſecond dury 1n this gene 


rall preparation 1s, That every 
man - muſt daily endeavour tof 


take away from his owne death 
the power and ftrength there- 
of. And I pray ,you marke-thys 
point. The - Philiſtims. ſaw by 
experience , : that Saw/07 was ot 
great ſtrength, and therfore they 


1 fs 
4 
: 


uſed meanes to-know in- what 


ib 


— 4 


| then, weknowing certenly.that 
EE NO UIOS CO Rs 
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part of his body 1t layzand when 


they found 1t to bee 1n the haire 
of his head, they ceaſed not un- 


till it was cut off. In like maner 


| the time wil come whE.we muſt 


epcounter hand.to hand with ty- 
rannous and cruel death:ithe. beſt 
therefore 1s, before hand now 


' while wee have. time, to ſearch 
' where the ſtrength of death lies, 


which bezng once knowne, wee 
muſt with ſpeed.cut off his, Sam- 


ſons lockes, and bereave him of 


lis power,diſarme lum, & make 


| him altogether unable to pre-- 


vatleagain{tus. Now to:findout 
this matter, wee need nat touſe 
the cognſell of any Dalilahyfor 
we havethe Word of God web 
teacheth. us platnely where 


the firength ,of death. conſiſts, 


namely,in.our fins;as PanLſaith, 
The ſting of deaths finne. Well 


the: 
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the power and force of every| 


_ ther1s 


mans particular death, lies in hi 


owne finnes , mult ſpend ouw| 


time and ftudy in uſing good 
meanes that our ſinnes may bee 
remooved and pardoned. And 
therefore wee muſt daily inurt 
our ſelves in the pra&tice of two 
duties. One 1s to humble our 
ſelves for all our fins paſt, partly 
cofeſſing thE againſt our ſelves, 


partly 1n prayer crying to heavs 
for the pardon of them. The 6- 

* time to come to turne| 
unto God, and to carry a pur- 
poſe, reſolution, and indeavorin 
all thingsto reforme both heart 


Hos -, EY FP IEPY YI A 


| { 


{e 


f1 


& hife according to Gods word, 1. 


Theſe are the yery principal and 


dy enemie ſo far forth friendly 
and traQtable, that we may wit 
comfolif 


- proper duties; whereby the pow- P 
er of death 1s much rebated;and ry 


he is made of a mighty & blow] xx 
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comfort incounter with him & 
prevaile too. Therefore Icom-. 
lis | mend theſe duties to your Chri- 
our han confiderations,and carefull 
0d} pradtice, deſiring that ye would 
ſpend your dayes ever hereafter 
nd} 59 doing of them. If a man were 
ur} todeale with a mightie Dragon 
WO) or Serpent hand to hand, in ſuch 
out! wiſe as he muſt either kill or be 
th] killed,the beſt thing were to be- 
5] reavehim of his ſting, or of that 
WW! part of the body where his poy- 
-0 fonlyes : now death it ſelfe is a 
im! ſerpent,dragon,or ſcorpion, and 
"ml finne 1s the fting and poyſon 
i! whereby he wounds and kils us. 
Af Wherefore without any more 
ord delay , ſee that you pull out his 
2} Qing:the praRtice of the foreſaid 
Mt dutiesis as it were a fit & wor- 
thy inſtrument to doe the deed. 
Haſt thou beene aperſon igno- 
ant of Gods will, a contemner 
" To 0 


2 + : 
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of his word and worthip,ablaf 
phemer of his name, a breaker 
' of his 'Sabbaths, diſobedient to 
parents and Magiſtrates, a mur- | 
derer, a fornicatour, a rayler, a 
flanderer,a coyetous perſon, &c, 
reforme theſe thy ſinnes, andall 
other like to them, pul them out 
by the roots from thy heart, and 
caſtthem off. So many ſinness | { 
bee in thee, ſo many ftings of| . 
death bee alſo in thee to wound| 
thy ſoule to eternall death:ther-} þ, 
fore let no one finne remaine for} y 
winch thou haſt not humbled} { 
thy telfe and repented ſertoully,} þ, 
When death hurts any man, iti 
takes the weapons whereby he: 
1s hurt, from his owne hand. 1| 
cannot doe us the leafthurt but 
by the force of our owne fine. 
Wherefore I ſay againe, anda 
gaine, Lay this point to you 
hearts, and ſpend your ftrengt 


— 
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{- | life; and health, that. ye may bes 
e | fore yedie, aboliſh the trength 
© | of death, A man may put a ſer- 
r= | pent 1n- his boſome. when the 
1} ſling. 1s out: and wee may let 
c, | death creepe into eunboſlomes; 
and gripe us with his legs, angd 
Rab us at the heart; ſo long as he 
nd | brings-not his. venzme and poy+, 
4 | fowith him. ; -_; 7s 
off _ And becauſe the. former-dus 
nd] ties are ſo neceſſary, as none can 
er-] be more, I will uſe ſame reaſons 
for| yet further to 1nforce thE. What 
led} ſoever. a man would: doe. when 
| be1sdying , the ſameheonght 
it! todoe every day while he 1s 1- 
et! ying;, now the moſt notorious 
| -and- wicked perſon that ever 
was,when he 1s dying will-pray 
and: defire/ others: to pray. for 
him;and promiſe amendment of 
life, proteſting that if he might 
liye, he would become a practi- 
-, D4 onct 


pad 
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tioner in all the good: duties of 
faith, repentance,and reformati- 
on of lite. Oh therefore be care- 
full to do this every day. Againe 
the ſaying is true;he that'would 
live when he 1s'dead, muſtdye 
while he1s alive , namely to his 
finnes. Wouldeft thou then liye 
eternally ? ſne'to heaven for thy 

ardon, and ſee that now in thy 

ife time thou die to thine owne 
finnes. Laſtly, wicked Flaw 
would faine die the death of the 


bm__ > OO my > by ds ep 


righteous : but alas, it was to 


{mall purpoſe : for hee would} 
by no meanes livethe life of the! 
righteous. For his continual! | 
purpoſe and meaning was to 


follow his old wates in ſorcerts | 


and covetouſnefle. Now thelift 
of arighteous man'ftands inthe 
' humbling of himſelfe for his 
finnes paſt,and ina careful refor 
. Mation of lite to come, Was 


i—_ 


of dying well. 75 
deſt thou- then die the death of 
the righteous ? then leoke unts 


1t, that thy life be the life of the 
"righteous : af ye-will needs live 
the life of the unrighteous, yee 
-muſt looke to dye the death of 


the unrighteous. RemeEber this, 
and content not your ſelves to 
heare the W ord, but be doers of 
it: for ye learne no more indeed, 
what meaſure of knowledge ſo- 
ever ye have,then ye practiſe. 

| The chird dutie 1n our gene- 


call preparation, is 1n this life to 
| enter into the firſt degree of life 


eternall. For as I have ſaid,there 


+ bethree degrees of life everla- 


fling, and the firſt of them 151n 
this. preſent life : for hee that 


would live in eternall happt- 


neſſe for ever, muſt begin in this 
world to. riſe out of the grave 
of his owne ſinnes,. 1n which by 


| . Aature he lyes buriedzand live 1n 


NEW” 


Rom. 200 


Col1,;z. 


'ence,, that Chrift my redeem 
by his Spirit guideth and: gover 
-neth'my thoughts, will, affe@h- 
ons, and all the powers of body 


[Now that wee. may - bee bk 
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newneſle of life, as it is faidin 


the Revelation, He that will efe 
cape the ſecond death , muſt bet 
made a partaker of vhe firſt reſur« 
veftion, And Paul ſaith to the 
Colofſians,that they were 1nthis 
life delivered from -the power 


of darkenefle, and tranſlated mh | 


the kingdome of (hriſt And Chrik 
faith to the Church of the Tewss, 
The kingdomeof heaven 3s. anoniſi 


life is, whena man canfay with 


- wee: that is, I find partly bythe 


-Panl,c] lrve'riot but Chrift iveck | 
[teſtimony of my ſanKified cor 


Acience, and partly by expet» 


and ſoule, according to the- ble 
fed direction of lus holy will 


truly 


"—_ 


truly to ſay this, wee muſt have 


. Father, Chrift his Sonne our-re- 


'prares-by the ſaying of Chriit 


' onelyGod,and whom then haft ſent 
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three gifts and graces of. God, 
wherein eſpecially this firlt de» 
eree of life conſiſts. The firſt 3s 
faving knowledge , whereby-we 
do truly reſolve our ſelves that 
God the Father of Chriſt 1s our 


deemer, and theholy'Ghoit our | 
comforter. Tharthis knowledge. 
s one part of ilife eternal, it ap= 


in John, This ts hife eternall, that lohn 17+ 
ts, the beginning and entrance 
to life eternall, i #oikyow thee the 


l:ſas-Chriſt. The ſecond grace, 
1s peace of Conſcience which |, 1 , 
paſſeth allunderftanding ;z and M 
therefore , Par! ſaith, - that Rom. ul 
the Kingdome of Heaven 1s : *Y 
righteouſneſſe, peace of conſcience, [ 
and joy in the holy Gheſt. The = 
horrour of a guiltie confcience 

| * 1S 


x 
[ 
| 
4 
: 


Rom.$, 
; I 4+ 


. . | 
- ſcience derived from the death 


Spirit, whereby the heart and 


| tobe faved, when God dothet-| 


—_ 
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is the beginning of death and de- 
Aruion:therfore peace of con- 


of Chriſt, is life and happineſk, | 
The third is the regiment of the 


life of man is ordered according 
to the Word of God. For Paul 


faith, that they thatare the chil- | 


dren of God, are ledby the Spiri 
of Chriſt. Now ſeeing this is fo, 
that if we would live eternally, 
we mult begin to live that bleſ- 
{ed and eternall life before wee | 
dye; here we muſt be carefullto| 
reforme two common errours: ' 

The firſt 1s,that a man enters in. | 

to eternall life when he dies,and | 
not- before; which 1s a flat un 
truth. Oar Saviour Chriſt faid 
to Zachens, This day ts ſalvatin 
come to thy houſe: g1v1ng us to uns 
deritand, that a man then begins 


fectually 


he 
1, 
ce! 
fo: 


CE! 


Je» 
0n 
th 
&e 
he 
nd His ſalvation muſt beginne 1n 
n 
q 
- 
rt 
lo, 
Vs 


*. 
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fQually call him by the mini- 


* | ſterie of the Goſpel. Whoſoever 


Oe 


then will be ſaved when hee is 


«| dying and dead, mult begin to 


be ſaved while he 1s now hving. 


this life, that would come to fal- 
vation after this life : Very, ve- 


—- 


| - | rip, faith Chriſt, He that heareth lohey.24. | | 


"7 word, and beleeveth in him 
that ſent mee, hath eternall life, 
namely, 1n this preſent life, The 
ſecond error is, that howſoever 
aman live, if when hee is dying 
ecanlift up his eyes, andſay, 


' Lordhave mercy upon me, hee 1s 


certainely ſaved. Behold a very 


| fond & fooliſh.conceit, that de- 
| ceives many a man. ' It 1sall ene 


as ifan arrant thiefe ſhould thus 
reaſon with himſelfe, and fay, I 
| will ſpend my dates 1n robbing 
and ſtealing , I feare neither ar- 


| raltgnement nor execution, For 
at 
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at the very time when I am | in 
be turned off from the ladder, iff thi 
I doe but call upon the ludge|| to 
know-TI ſhall have my i th 
Behold a moſt dangerous -and} Bu 
deſperate courſe : and the very| th 
fame is the praftice of carelefk) &; 
men in the matter of their ſal} he 
tion. For a man may dye with| 4 
Lord have mercy in his mouth di 
and pertſh eternally ; except mf 'W: 
this world he enter into the firſlf 4% 
degree of eternall lite. For mates| a 
very one that ſaith, Lord, Lon, bh 
ſpall enter into heaven, but he til t 
aoth the will of the Father which: Tig 
in Heaven. thi 
The fourth dutie 1s to -exes| Or 
ciſe andenure our ſelves in dp} m! 
ing by little and little ſo longs} Pa 
we hve here upon earth, betony 45 
we come to dye indeede. Anda tn 
men thatare appointed to runa| to 
race, exerciſe themſelves befor} ©x 
. | in 


1 10] in running, that they may get 
, it the Victory; ſoſhould we begin 

[| codienow while weare living, 
ba thatwemghtdy wel1nthe end. 
and} Butſome may ſay, How ſhould 
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ery] this bedone ? Paul gives us dire- 


fel Q10n 11 his own example, when 
a) hefaith, By the rejoyeing which 1 
vith} have 32.Chroſt 7 die daily. And he 


th} died daily , not only becauſe he ? 


mn} Wav ofteniin dangeriof death by 


irf] ceafoofhiscalling;bitalfo bes 


ze] cauſe oFall hisdangersandtrou- 
1} bles; hetenared:him(elfe xodie. 
il For: when. men doe make (the 
bz; Tigheuſerof their aflictios whe- 

ther they bee in body or minde 
e-| or both , -and doe with all their 
h-| might endeavour to-beare them 
8} patiently; humbling themſelves 
rf as under the correction of God, 
#f then they begin todie well : and 
nf todoe this-1ndeed, 1s to take an 
we! Excellent courſe. He that would 


in Mmor- 


1Cof.1s, . 
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mortifie his greateſt finnes,muſt G 

begin to dot with ſmall ſinnes } 
which, when they are once re.} 
formed,a man ſhall be able more s ; 
eaſily to overcome bis maſter.,, 
fins. So likewiſe he that would 
be able to bears the croſle of all 
croſſes, namely , death it ſelfe; 
_ firſt __ all _ to =__ 4-5 

| all crofles, as ficknefles 1nbo- 

—_ 4 dy, and treubles in minde,, with 0 
minor lofſes of goods and of friends] !* 
«lt, and of good name : which I may| 
fitly tearme little deaths,and the: Fo 
beginnings of death it ſelfe : and! 
we mull firſt of all acquaint ourf 
felves with theſe little deaths, J 
before we can be able tobear| © 
the great death of all. Again,the P 
afflictions and calamities.of this Fn 
life,are as 1t were the harbinger 
and purveyers of death : and-wt 
are firſt to learne how to enter- 
taine theſe meſſeagers , that 
| whell 


at 


ith 
ds, 
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| hen death the Lord himſelfe 


; hall come, we may in better 
| manner entertaine him. This 
«| pointBilney the martyr wel con- 
T' fidered, who oftentimes before 


| he was burned, put his finger 1n- 


tothe flame of the candle, not 
only to make triall of his ability 
in ſuffering, bur alſo to arme 
and trengthen himſelfe againſt 
greater torments in death. Thus 
yeſcTthe fourth duty, which ye 
| maſt in any wiſe learne and re- 


' member, becauſe we cannot be - 
| abletobeare the pangs of death 


well , unlefſle we be firſt well 
ſchooled and nurtured by ſun- 
dry trials inthis life. - 

The fifth and laft dutieis ſet 
downe by Salomon: etl that © 
thine hand ſhall finde to doe , ave it 
wth all thy power. And marke 
the reaſon. For there #5 nexther 


| works, nor invention , tor kyow- 


ledge, 


| 


Eccl. 9; 


Gal. 6s 
" I 


_ of the Papiſts, and then. ales, 
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ledge , nor wiſedome in the gravh 
whither thox goeſt. To the lame 
purpoſe Pauliaith , Doe googts 
all men while ye have time. Ther 


fore if any man be able to dog] 


any good ſervice-etther to Gods 
Church, or to the Common» 
wealth, or to any private may 
let him doe it with all ſpeed and 
with all his might, leatt deathy 
ſelfe prevent him. He har Ball 
care thus.to ſpend his daies; {hal} 


with much comfort and prac! 
of conſcience end his life. 


- Thus much. of generall pre: 


paratibn. Now followeth the 
particular, which 1s in the tame 
of {ickneſle..-And here firſt of all 
I will hew what 1s the do&trine 


ward the truth,, By: the: Pagih 
order and prabtice, when mai 
isabour to die, .bee 1s. injoyndd 
three things. Firſt, te make ſo 


cramentall 


* wa 
me 


W 
the 
thu 
tall 
tO « 
con 
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eamentall confeſſion, eſpecially 
fit bee in any mortall finne z ſe- 
condly, to receive the Eucharitt; 
thirdly, to require his anoyling, 
that 1s, the Sacrament (as they 
call it) of extreme unction. 

Sacramentall contefſion, they 
tearme a rehearſall, or enumera- 
tion ofal a mans f1ns to a Prieſt, 
thathee may receive abſolution. 
But againſt this kind of con- 
feſſion, ſundry reaſons may bee 


is] alleadged. Firſt of all it hath no 


' warrant either by commande- 
{ ment or example-in the whole 


| Wordof God. They lay yes:and 
they endeavour to proove- 1t 
thus : He which hes 1n any mor- 
tall finne,is by Gods law bound 


| tvdoe penance and'to ſeeke re 


conciliation with God:now the 
necefſarie meanes after baptiſme 
toebtaine reconctltation,1s con» 


feflion of all our fins to a Prieft, 


o | bee 
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becauſe Chriſt hath appointed 
Prieſts to bee Iudges upon! * 
earth with ſuch meaſure of al | f 
thoritie, thatno man failing af! b 
\ ter baptiſme, can without their | 
ſentence and determinatton bee | 
reconciled, & they cannox right-| 0! 
ly judge, unlefle they know all fo 
a mans linnes : therefore all that} 0! 
fall after baptiſme,are boundby| 
Gods Word to open all ther 0! 
ſinnes to the Prieft. Au/v. Itis| 
falſe which they ſay , that the; 20 
Prieſts are Iudges, having now pe 
er to examine and take know! cly 
ledge of mens fins, & jurifdi&tis} C 
whereby they can preperly ab-! 7 
ſolve & pardon, or retain them,| 24 
For Gods Word hath given no | hor 
More to-man, but a miniſteried, 1 
reconciliation, whereby 1n tix & , 
name of God, and according] ©** 
his Word, hee doth preach, de him 
elare, andpronounce, that Gol| 11 


doth ly, 


»* 


\ . 


_ 
- 
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1n | doth pardon or not pardon his 
w | fins. __ may truly 
if. | be pronounced, and right judge- 
ie | ment of the eftate of any man, 
| without a particular rehearfall 
ie. | ofall his finnes. For hee which 
al]. foundly and truly repents of one 
a1] or ſome- few ſimnes, repents of 
by | all. Secondly, this confeſſion 1s 
ex} overturned by the pradtice of 
-icl the Prophets and Apoſtles, who 
he; Dot onely abſolved particular 
I perſons , but alſowhole Chur- 
w.! cles without exaCtion of an au- 
14g) ricular confeſſion. When IVa- 
-þ.| than the Prophet had rebuked 
m,| David for his two great and 
no] horrible crimes, David touched 
-« Withremorſe ſaid, 1 have ſinned, 2Sam-123 
the} & Nathanpreſetly without furs 1® 
10 ther examination declared unto 

| timin the name of God; that his 
20] fins were forgivenhim. Third- 
od] 17, it cannot be prooved by any 
| _ 


\ . 


_—_ 
yu 
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good and ſufficient proofes, that if 
this confeſſion was uſed in the| je 
Church of God till after fiveor! gh 
fixe hundred yeares were Cxpl-! ye 
red. For the confeſſion which; $y 
was then 1n uſe, was either puh-| Je 
like before the Church , or.the cx 
opening of a publike fault to ce} 
ſome private perſon in ſecret. thi 
Therefore to urge ficke men ur| ter 
toit lying at the point of death] m; 
15 to lay more burdens on then! $y 
thenever God appointed. | a& 
And whereas they make 1t:, 1 
neceflary thing to receive tlit} ted 
Eucharift inthe time of fickne] of 
toward death,and that privately Ch 
of the ſicke partie alone, they| fait 
have-no warrant for their pv 1ng 
&ice and opinion. For in tis, is 2 
want:of the Sacrament. there 3 did 
no danger,but in the contempt;| hay 
and the very contempt itſelte8[ Ay 
anne which may be.pardgnt9]aol 
: 
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at | if we repent, And. there :15 no 
he | reaſon why, wee ſhould thinke 
of! that: ficke men ſhould be depri- 
pl. vedot the comfort of the Lords 
i Supper, if they receive 1c not in 
b-l death,: becauſe the fruit and effi 
ef cacy of the Sacrament once re- 
to] ceived, 15 not tobe reſtrained to 
et., the time of receiving, but it ex- 
Us| tends it ſelf to the whole time of 
it] mans life afterward. Againe,the 
en! Supper of the Lord 1s no private 
- | aftion, but meerely Ecclefiatti- 
tz; call: and therefore to be celebra- 
tt} tedin the meeting and afſembly 
ns} of Gods people; as our Saviour 
= | Chriſt preſcribeth , when hee 
hey 
wal 
tit; is alleadged that the Ifraclites 31+ 
© $| didear the Paſchal Iambintheig 
PG hauſes whe they were in Egypt. 
te8 Au/y, The Ifraclites had then 
1:9) 80 ubertie to make any publike 


faith, Do youthis: & Paulin fay- Luk.22.r. | 
Ing. hen ye come together. But it * Carly 1 
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meeting for that end : that Gal] nc 
commanded that the Paſchall] fu 
Lambe ſhould be eaten in all the! th 
houſes of the Iſraelites at one & in 
the ſame inftantz& that in effe}] m 
was as much as if it had bin pub T! 


Can.12. like. Againe,they alledge a Cz] thi 


non of the councell of Nice} Er 
which decreeth, that men being «Se 
about to dye, mult receive thþ in, 
Euchariſt, and not * be deprived thc 
of the proviſion of food necef} Cl 
fary for their journey. A». Thi) tha 
Councell made no decree tou! W1, 
ching the adminiſtration oftly the 
Sacrament to'.all men that dye} we 
but to ſuch only as fal away tro] An 
the faith-in perſecution ,  orfall]. no | 
into any. other notortouscrims| 110! 


and were thereupon excommt on! 
nicate,& ſo remaimed till death] the 


and either then or ſomewhatbs| mut 


fore teſtified their repentand| abſe 
£or their offences, Andthe Ci] and 


a— 


nal © * 
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none was made for this end,that 
ſuch perſons might bee aſſured 
that chey were againe received 
into the Church, and by this: 


means depart with more c6fort. 


Thirdly, it is objected, that in 
the primitive Church,part of the 
Enchariſt was caried by a Lad to 


iSerapion an aged man,[y1ng lick 
/1n his bed. Az/». It was indeed 


the cuſtome of the- auncient 
Church fr6 the very beginning 
thattlie elements of bread and 
wine, ſhould be ſent by ſome of 
the Deacons to the ſicke, which 
were abſent from the aſſembly. 
And yet nevertheleſſe heere 1s 


no footing for private commu- 


nons, For the Euchariſt was 
only then ſent, when the reſt of 
the Church did openly com- 
municate, and ſuch as were then 


a 


E 


—_—_—m » —» 
7 
0. 


- 


Eufeb.lib. 
6, CaPe 36s vs 


{ abſent only by reaſon of ſicknes,. 
#| and defied to be HM 
at 


4 


9b Trig 

that blelſed evimmaiiion,, \wa: 
-@ be reputsd-ax prefer. Tat, 
1t is objected, ©thatfit was the 


a Baſilep; Former times '**to- carry; part 
«dCeſ. the Sacrament- home: to: their 
ad 1x87. 
Hier in 

/ 6b. 166; reſeryation "of - tlie Sacrament 
was but a ſuperſtitions ptacticy, 
though 1c.be ancient. For out 


rhariner of men-and-wormenin | 


Ter. Li. houſes, andto reſerve.it til the | 
Cie of neceſſity_,-as the time | 
Apo. pro: ficknelſe, and ſuch like. Aſhe |- 


-theadmeuitratio, that 1s,betore | 


ment, & the elements to beele- 


it begin,andaftet 1t 1s ended,the | 
Sacrament ceaſerh tobe a Sacri 


ments. As for the praCtice of the 

| Conc. Chatulſed to cram.the Euchariſt 
| Carth.3. jnto the mouthes of them tht 
 Can.be ere diſcaſed,it is not onely ſy- 
perſtitious,but alſo very ablurd, 
As for the annoyling of the 
ficke, that is, the anointing of 
the body, ſpecially the organs 


of 


4 -H 
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wr inſtrumenrs of the ſenſes, that 


the party. may obtain the rehuſ- 
fionof his ſinnes, and comfort a- 

ainſt all che temptations of the 
Fell in the houre of death, and 
ſtrength more eaſily tobearethe 


' ; paines of ſicknes, and-the pangs 
_ of death, andbe againe reitored 
' to hip ooxporall-health , 1f it be 

expedient for the ſalvation of his 


ſoule ; it 1s but a dotage of mans 


-braine, and hath notſo much as 


a ſhew of reaſon to-juſtifie it. 
The fift of [ames 15 commonly 
alledged to this purpoſe, butthe 
anointing there mentioned 1s 
notof theſame kinde with this 


| greafie ſacrament of the Papiſts, 
. Forthat anointing of the body 


was a ceremony uſed by the A 
poſtles-and others , when -they 
put:in-pratiſe 'the miraculous 


= _ 


Fl 
4 
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had. a promiſe. that the. /partie 


.anghnted- ;4hould- .FECOVET bis : 


health : - bat: this Popiſh anoin- 
ting hath-no.ſuch-promiſe; be- 
cauſe for the moft part the per- 
| ſons thus, anointed. dy alter: 
ward without recovery: where- 
as thoſe which were anointedin 
the Primitive Church alwayes 
recovered. Thirdly, the ancient 
anointing ſerved: onely: for the 
procuring of; health, but: this 
tends further to the . procuring 
of remiſſion of ſins, and ſtrength 
intemptation, Thus having Fo 
the doctrine.of :the Papiſts,1 


ma... 


come now to ſpeake! of the true 
& right manerof making parti 
cular preparation before death, 
which containes threg forts of 
duttes :. one concerning. God, 


the other. concerning: a-inans 


owne ſelfe;the third concerning |. 
our neighbour, The firſt concer- | 


ning God,is to {eek to be recon: 
fg OO _ 


ht 
8 b.&> 
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|. favour. All other duties mult 


| further, & coſider for what cauſe - 


ficknefſe comes ordinarily and 


' uſually of finne. 7#/herefore ts the 


aa 


_ of thing well, an<--- - 
ciled unto him in Chriſt,though 
wehave bin long aflured of his 


come after in the ſecond place, 
& they are of no effe&t without 
this. Now this recoctliat1s muſt 
be ſought for, and 1s obtained by 
arenuing of our former faith & 
repentance : and they muſt be 
renued 1n this manner. So ſoone 
asa man ſhall feele any:maner of 
ficknes to ſeaſe upon his body, 
he muſt conſider with himſelfe 
whece itariſeth: & after ſerious 
conſideration , he ſhall find that 
it comes not by chance or for- 

tune, but by the providence of 

God. This done,he muſt goe yer 


Id 


Ela 


» <2 

/ 8 
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<< 


the Lord ſhould affii this body 
with any ſicknes or difeaſe. And 
he ſhall find by Gods word,that 


F 3 le 


Tols 9.3. 


m_— 
living man ſorrowfull ? manſuſfe- | 
ved for his finne.. It 1s-true indeed;. 


The right wiy 


there be other cauſes of the wits 


of the body-& of ficknes, betide 


{inne { and thoughthey be not 
knowne to us, yet they are 
knowne to the Lord. Hereupen 


Chriſt when hee ſaw a certaine: 


blindman, and was:demanded 


what was the caufe of the bling-- 


neſſe:anſwered, Neither hath this 
man ſinned nor his parents, but that 


the works of God ſhouldbe ſhewed | 


ou him. Yet wee for our parts, 
who are notto goe by the ſecret, 


but by the revealed wil of- God, 


muſt make this uſe of our ſick- 
nefſe, that it 1s ſeat tous for our 
{finnes. When Chriſt healed the 
man ſicke of the palſie, he ſaith, 
Be of good comfort , thy fiunes are 


Mat.9- 2. forgiven thee + and when he had. 
| healed the man by the poole of. 
Betheſda, that had bin Ee 38. * 

| Yeeres - 
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yeers, he bids him ſ2 19 pore leſt 
aworſe —__ unto ham: gl- 
ving them both to underſtand 
that their ficknefle came by rea» 
fon of their fins. And thus ſhould 
every ſick man reſolve himlelfe. 
Now when we have proceeded 
thus far, & have it as 1t were katd 
our finger upon the.right and 
proper cauſe of o.r fickneſle, 
three things concerning our fins 
muſt be performed of us in 
ficknefle. Firft,we muſt make a 
new exammation of our hearts 
| &lives, and fay as the 1traelites 
faid in afliction , Lect rs [earch 
and try ony waies, and turne againe 
rothe Lord, Secondly, we mult 
make a new conteſhon to God 
of our new and particular fins, 
as God ſends new corrections 


and chaftifement. When David Pla 32.5. 4 | 


| hadthe hand of God very heavy 
| upon him for his ſinnes, as lus 
E 4 very 


C-- 
a . 


loh.s. Ihe | 


Lain 3.49 . | 
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very bones and moyſture conſu- 
med within him , he made con» 
feſſion of them unto God, and 
thereupon obtained his pardon 
and'was healed. The third thing 
15 to make new prater, and more 
earneſt thenever before , with 
fighes & groanes of the ſpirit & 
that for pardon of the ſame fins 
& for reconciliation with God 
in Chriſt, In the exerciſe of theſe 
3. duties ftands the renovation 
of our faith &repentance,wher- 
by they are increaſed, quickned- | 
and revived. And the moreſick- | 
neſle prevailes and takes place in 
the body, the more ſhould we be 
carefull to put themin ure : that | 
{pirituall life might increaſe as 
temporall life 1s decated. W hen 
King Exzechias lay ficke , as he 
thought upon his death-bed, he 
wepr as for ſome other cauſes 
{o alſo for his finnes,and — 

| e 
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he prayed God to caft them be- 
hind his back. David made cer- 
taine Pſalmes when he yas ſick, 
or at the leaſt upon the occaſion 
of his ſickneſle, as namely,the 6. 
the 32. the 38. the 39. &e. and 
they are allPſalmes of repEtance 
1n which we may ſee how indi- 
ftreſſe of the body and minde he 
renewed his faith & repentance 
heartily bewalling his ſins and 
intreating the Lord for the par- 


don of them. CAlanaſſes, one 


that fell from God, and gave 


| himſelfe to many horrible lins, 


when he was taken captive and 
impriſoned in Babylon, Hee 


prayed to the Lord hu God, and 


humbled himfſelfe greatly before 
the God of his fathers , and pray- 


ed unto him : and God was intrea- 


tedof him, and heard hts prayer, 
and brought him againe to Je 
ruſalem into bis kingdorae , 7 
teh. 
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then Manaſſes knew that the Lygrd 
was God.Now looke what Ca 
aſſes d1d in this tribulation, 
the ſame thing muſt we doein 
the time of our bodily ſtcke- 
_, "_ GS. 
Here IT have oceafion to men- 
£0n a-notorious fault that 1s ve- 
ry .commoninthis age, evena- 
mong ſuchas have long lived in 
the bofome of the Church; and 
that is this ; men now adates are 
ſo farre from renmng'their fatth 
and repentance, that when they 


lye ſicke and drawing toward | 


death, they.muſt be Catechiſed 
inthe doCtrine of faith aillire- 
pentance, as if-they had heene 
but of lafe received into the 
Church. Whoeſoever will;but as 
oecaſian'ts offred, viſit the ficke 
ſhall finde this tobe true which 
I1fay. What alThame.is thiszthat 
whe a man hath (penthis life.& 


_ O— 


- 


[216g 


® DV Gain Gf. x 53 oo 


> _— 25S we TB CTY 


A 


——_ 


of dying well. IO! 
dates inthe Church for the ſpace 
of 20. 0r 30, or 40. yeeres, hee 
ſhould at the very end of all and 
not before, begin to enquire 
what faich and what repentance 
is, 'and how his ſoule might be 


' aved? This one fins argues the 


great ſecurity of tlusage, & the 
great.contempt of God and his 
word. Well,let all men hereaf- 


_ terin;time. to.come,, be warned 


to take heed of this exceeding 
negligence in matters of falya- 
tion, andto uſe all good meanes 
before-hand,, that they may be 
able.in ſicknefle and in the time 
of death to pur in pradtiſe che 
Þirituall exerciſes-of invocati- 
en and repentance. 

' Now it ſo be.it fall out that | 
theſicke partie .cannot of him= 
Telfe renew his owne faith and 
repentance , he mult ſecke the 
helpe of others. Wine 


Mark, 2, 
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that was ficke of the dead pallie 
could not go to Chriſt himſelte, 
he got others to beare him'1n his 
bed; and when they could not 
come neere for the multitude, 
they uncovered the roofe of the 
houſe, and let the bed down be- 
fore Chriſt : even ſo, when ſicke 


mencannot alone by themſelves . 


doe the good duties 'to whith 
they are bound , they muſt bor- 


row helpe from their fellow | 


members : who are partly- by 


their counſell to put to ther” 


helping hand, and partly'by 
their prayers to preſent them 


unto God, and to bring them 


into the preſence of Chriſt. 
And touching helpe in this 
caſe, ſundry duties are'tobe per- 


formed. Saint Iames ſets downe 
foure, two whereof concerne 


the licke patient, and other two 
fuch as be helpers. The firſt duty 
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| we may learne, that howſoeyer 
| 1the the duties of the Miniſters 
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of the ficke mans to ſend for 
helpe: where two circumſtances 
muſt be confidered ; who muft 
be ſent for , and when. Forthe 


mong you , tet himcall for the El 
ders of the Church. W hereby are 
meant not only Apoſtles,and all 
Miniſters of the Goſpell, but o- 
thers alſo (asT take it) which 
were men ancient for yeeres,ens 


Randing and prayer, and had 
withall the gift of working mt- | 
tacles, and of healing the ſicke. qrweyr ge - 
For 1n the 'Primitive Church corona I 
this gift was for a time ſo pleti= milir. cap. * 
fully beſtow'd on the that belee- 11+ &+ de } 
ved in Chriſt, that ſouldiers caſt 7406-11 } 
out divels,and parents wrought [ 
miracles on their childrE. Hence 


of the Word, principally to vi- 
ſit 
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fit and comtfort.the ficke , yet i; 
it not their duty alone: for it be- 

longs to them at{o which haye 
knowledge of Gods W ord, and! 

Heb.13. the gift of prayer. Exhort one an 


other { faith the hely... Ghoſt) * 


while it is called to day. And + 

1 Theff.5. gaine , eAdmenſh them that are 
11,14 aſordered, and comfort thoſe tha 
are weake. And indeedin equity 

1t ſhould be the duty of every 
Chriſthan-man to comfort lus 
-brother :in"ſickeneſle. Herew:! 

mult needs take knowledge of 

the common fault of men any 
women when they cometa vi 


fir-cheir neighbours andiriend | 
they - cannot ſpeake a word &f 


inſtra&tion-.and comfort, but | 
ſperidthetme either in filence, 


gazing, and looking on; orin| ' 


uttering words to little or n0 

| purpoſe, ſaying to the ſicke py 
ty, that they are ſorry to ſee 1 | 

in 


| 
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inthatcaſe,that they wold.have 
him tobe of ,good comfort, bur 
wherein, and by what meanes 
they cannot tell:that they doubt 
not but that he.ſhall recover his 


- health and live with'them fill, 


and be merry as in-formertime: 
that they will pray for him: 
whereas all their prayers are 
nothing elſe but the Apoftles 
Creede, or the ten Commans« 
dements andthe Lords prayer 
uttered withoutunderſtanding. 
Andthis :1s the commgn coms 
tort that ſicke men” get at the - 
hands of their neighbours, when 
"they come unto them; and-all 
this. comes either becauſe men 
live.tn ignorance of Gods waxd 
or becauſe they falſely thinke 
.that the whole. burthen; of this 
futy lies upon the fhoglders of 
the Miniſter. & 
The,ſecond cixcumftance is, 
when 
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when the ſicke partie muſt ſend 
for the Elders to inftru& him 
and pray for him. And that isin 
the very firſt place of all before 


any other helpe bee ſought for|* 


Where the Divine ends, ther: 
the Phyſician mult begin: andit 
Is a very prepoſterous courk 
that the Divine ſhould therebe- 
g1n where the Pyhſician makes 
an end. Fortill helpe be had for 


the ſoule, and finne which is th! 
root of ſickneſſe be cured , phy. ...- 


ſicke for the body 1s nothing, 
Therefore it 1s a thing muchto 
: be diſliked, that 1n all places ab 
moſt the Phyſician 1s firſt ſent 


for and comes in the beginning, 


of the ſickneſſe, and the Miniſter 
comes when a man is half dead, 
' and 1s then ſent for oftentims 
when the ſicke party lyes draw 
ing on ard gaſping tor breat|, 


. as though Miniſters of the yo” | 
| * 
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ſpell in theſe dayes were able to 
worke miracles. | 


The ſecond _ of the ficke 
artie 15 to confeſle his finnes, as 
S.Iames (aith , Confeſſe your ſins 


'| one to another, and pray one for an- 


It 


We 
n 


en 


other. Tt wall be ſaid, that this 1s 
tobring inagarne Popiſh ſhrift, 


' Anſ; Confeſſion of our ſinnes, 
and that unto men , was never 


denied of any : the queſtion on- 


| ly is of the manner and order of 
making Confeſſion. And for 


| this cauſe we muſt put a great 
| difference berweene Popiſh 


ſhrift, and the confeſſion of 
which S. Iames ſpeaketh. For 
heerequires onely a confeſſion 
| of thator thoſe {ins which lye 
| upon a mans conſcience when 
heis ficke: but the Popiſh do» 
ctrinrequireth a particular enu- 
| meration of all a mans fins. A- 


| $4ne,S.lames injoynes confeilis 


onely 
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onely as a thing meet & conyes« by 
nient, but the Papiſts as a thing] per 
neceſſary to the remiſſion of}? 
ſinnes. Thirdly,S. James permits” #it 
that confeſſion. be made to any | "® 
man, and by one man to another} of | 
mutually, whereas Popiſh ſhrift YM 
is made only to the Prieft, The {life 
ſecond duty then 1s, that the ſick tha 
partie troubled in minde with: l 
the memory and conſideration 
of any of has ſinnes. paſt, or any | 
mauner of way.tempted by the |: 
divell, ſhall freely of his ewne: 
accord open his. cafe to ſuchax," 
are both able and willing te |'** 
helpe him , that hemay receive. | © 
comfort and die in peace of con- 
{c1ence. : Wh 

Thus much of. the facke mans Fats 
duty : now follow the duties of : 
helpers. The farſt 1s 79 pray over | 
bins , that 1s, 1n his preſence to | 
pray with him and for him, _ 

| y. 
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by. prayer to preſent his very 
4 on and his whole eftate un- 
to God. The Prophet Elize- 


:[4;the Apoſtle Pax, and our Sae.z2. 
trour Chrift ufed-this-manner 
of praying , when they would: 


miraculouſly reſtore temporall 


1 {ife:and therefore 1t 1s very meet 


that the ſame ſhould be uſed al- 


| ſo of us, that we might the bet- 


ts fhrre up our atfe@ion. in 
prayer, and our compaſſion to 


e 
e 


0 
$ 


| 


the ficke when: we- are about to 


intreat the Lord for the remiſ- 


"| fionof their finnes , and for the 


falvation of their ſoules. 

The ſecond:dutie of him thar 
comes as an helper , 15 toanoint 
the ſicke party with oye. Now 
this anointing was an outward 
ceremony. which was uſed with 
the gift of healing , which 1s 


| now ceaſed: and therefore T 


-omit to ſpeake further of it. 
Thus 


| of dying well 109. 
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Thus much of the duty which 
the ſick man owes to God;'now 
follow the duties which he is to | Pf 
performe unto himſelfe, and (th 
they are twofold: one concernes rl 
his foule, the other his body, | 0! 
The duty concerning his ſoule| * 
is,that he muſt arme and furniſh | ** 
himſelf againſt the immoderate | 
feare of preſent death. And the the 
reaſon hereof 11s plaine : becauſe 
howſoever naturalt men feare 


death through the whole. courſe yo 
Hi 


of their lives more or lefle , yet | 
in the time of ſicknefſe when | 
death approacheth, this naturall ' A 
feare bred inthe bone will moſt of 
ofall ſhew it felfe, evenin ſuch | * 
ſort,as it will aftonſh the ſenſes | EF 
of the ficke partie z and ſome- | 


time cauſe deſperation, There-' o 
d 


torc it1s neceſlary that we ſhold | 
uſe meanes to ſtrengthen our 
{elves againſt the feare of death, 


W; 
The:| ® 
4 


e 
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, The meanes are of two ſorts: 
neaQtices,and meditations; Pra- 
4| tices are two eſpecially. The 
firſt is; that the ſicke man mulk 
not ſo much regard death it ſelf, 
e| 35 the benefits of God which 
q, | are obtained after death. He 
muſt not fixe his minde upon 
the conſiderations of the pangs 
{ | and torments of death ;_ but. all 
his thoughts . and. affe&tions 
/ | muſt be ſet upon that. bleſſed: e- 
7 ſate that 1s enjoyed after death, 

| Hee that is to paſle over ſome 
11: greatand deepe river, mult not 


; looke downward-to the ftreame 


of the waterz. but if he would 
o_ feare, hee muſt ſet his 
oot ſure, and caſt his eye to the 
| banke on the: further ſide:. and 
4, fo-mult hee' that :drawes: ricere 
| death;as it were, looke over the 

| waves of death,anddireGtly fixe | 

oye of bis faith pe 
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nall life, The ſecond praflitei | 


to looke upon death -in'" the 
gliſk of the Goſpel, and notin 


the glaſſeof the Lawcthatixgwe! ; 
muſt conlder death' not as iti | 


propounded 1n the Law, and * 
looke upon that terrible face |. 
which the law grveth unto; | 


but as itis ſet forth in the Goſ- 
pel. Death in the Law 1s a curl 
and the downefall to the pitof 


deſtrution; in the Goſpel its | | 


the entrance-into Heaven:: the 
law ſets ferthdeath as death,the 


Gaſpel ſets foorth death asno | '* 


death,but as a fleepe onely :- bes 


- altered andchanged by thedeath 
_ of Chriſt; by the vertue where, 

of dearh is properly no deathto, 
the ſervants of God. Whenmel 
{hall have care on.this manner 
..coconſider of death, .it will be 
 agtable meanes to Rrengeba 


$2 


"cauſe.it ſpeakes 0: death as itw | 


a 


th 


» 
. 
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*zndMabliſh them againſt all im- 
imaderate [feares and terrours 
hat uſually riſe in fickneſſe. 
 "Themeditations which ſerve 
for this ;purpoſe- are '1nnumera- 


| ble, but. I. will. couch onely thoſe 


b 
en 
ur 
£4 
a 
nd 


—— 


which are the moſt principall, 
| 2nd.the.grourids.of the reſt ; and 
ithey are foure 1h number. -The 
firſt is borrowed from the ſpe- 
<lallprovidence of God ; name- 


1y, that the death of every man, 
much- more. of every childe of 
God,is not onely-fare-feene}biit 
:alſo fore-appointed of God yea 
'the death of every ' man deſer- 


ved and procuired by his finnes, 
laid upon him by God, who 
4n that reſpect may be ſaid tobe 


= — 


| the cauſe of every mans death : 


| Solaith Ana, The Lord killeth 
##d maketh ative. "The Church 
of Hieruſalem-confeſſed ,. that 
nothing came -to paſſe in the 
E a death 
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E AR4,25, death of Chriſt, but that which ſe 
the foreknowledge and eternall fir 
counſell of God had appointed, | jy 
And therefore the death alſoof | 3; 
every member of Chriſt 1s fore. | hi 
ſeene and ordained by the ſpe- | 
ciall-decree and. providence' of | Nc 
God.I adde further, that the ve. | hy 
ry circumſtances of death, asthe | of 
time when, the place where, the-| .he 
manner how gy the beginning of | m1 
ficknes, the continuanc? andthe | ye, 
and,every fit in the ſickneſle,and | W 
the pangs of death are particu- | ic 
larly ſet downe in the counſell | wy 
of God. The very hatres of our | ax 
head are nhbradl {faith our $a ga 
viour Chriſt) aud a ſparrow lights | v1 
| zzot onthe ground without themill | {6 
| PAl.139. of our heavenly F ather. David | 6 
' 35,16; | ſaithexcellEtly: My bonerare mt | ay 
hidfrom thee , though I was mai: | w 


ina ſecret place; and faſpionedbes 


neathin the earth : thine eyes aa | in 


ſer 


. ; ————þ © "= - 
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| he bottels. for their bloud, and 


- fickneſke and death. The carefull 


| gainſt feare and diftruft,and im- 


— 


patience 1n the time of death;zas 


antheſe words:becauſe Lordrhow: 


of dying well. T15 
ſeeme when I was without forme, 
fir in thy book were all things writ= 
ten, which in continuance were fa- 
ſrioned;, when there was none of 
the before. And he prates to God fa, 6: ] 
to put his teares into his bottle. " 
Now if this be true, that God 
hath bottels for the very teares 
of his ſervants, much more hath 


much more doth he reſpe6t and 
regard their patnes and miſeries 
with all their circumſtances of 


meditation of this 0nepoint 15; 
14notable meanes to arme us a- 


fome examples 1n this caſe will 
eaſily manifeſt, 7 held my rongue 
and ſaid nothing, ſaith David:but 
what was 1t that cauſed this pa- 
tience 1n him?the cauſe follows. 
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ard 
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diddeſt it. And Toſeph faith tohis 


| Gen.42. brethren: Feare not, for it was the | 
Lord that ſent mee. before you, | C 
Marke here how Toſeph 1s armed | t 
againit impatience, and griefe, | c 
and diſcontentment:by the very | v 
conſideration of Gods proyi- | n 
dence: and ſo in the ſame maner | t 
| ſhall we be confirmed againſtal ' « 
þ. feares & ſorrowes,and ſay with | C 
d David; precious in the fight of th | | 
> Pfali16 DTozdis the death of his Saints: if } \ 
E 33+ this perſwaſion bee once ſetled | 1 
in our hearts, that all thingsm | - 
ſicknes and death come to paſk | ' 
unto us by Gods providence, | 
who turneth all things to the 
g00d of them that love him, 

The ſecond meditation 1s to - 
be borrowed from the excellent | 
promiſe that God hath made to 
the death of the righteous: | 
þ | Revel4'3 which is, Bleſſed are they that df | 
$ 3n the Lord for they reſt from ws 
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labonrs and theit. workes follow 


' them. The author of truth that 


cannot lie hath ſpoken 1t. Now 
then let a man but throughly 


conſider this, that death joyned. 


with a reformed life hath a pro- 
miſe of bleſlednes adjoyned un - 
toit, and italone will bea ſuſh- 
cient.meanes to ſtay the rage of 
our affe&tions,and all inordinate 


feare of death : and the rather vf- 


we marke wherein this bleſſed- 
veſſe confifts. In death we are 
indeed thruſt out of our old 
dwellingplaces, namely theſe 
houſes of clay & earthly taber- 
nacles of our bodies, wherin we 
have made long abode:hutwhat 
1sthe end? ſurelythat living and 
dying 11 Chrift, we might have: 


a building given of God,that is,. * 


an houſe not made wth hands, 


but eternall in Hed 


which 1s. 
unſpeakable and immortal-gla- 
IP F = - 0 


2 Cor. s, > 
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ry. If apoore man ſhould bee 
commanded by a Prince toput 
off his torne and beggerly gar. 
ment, and in ſtead thereof to 
put on royall and coſtly robes,it 
would be a great rejoycingto 


his heart : oh then what joyfull ' 


newes muſt this be unto all re- 
pentant and ſorrowfull tinners, 
when the King of heaven and 
earth comes unto them by death, 
. andbids them lay downe their 
- bodies as ragged and patched 


garments, and prepare thems- | 


ſelves to put on the princely 
Robe of 1mmortalitie ? No 
tongue can be able to expreſſe 
the excellency of this moft 
bleſſed and happy eſtate. 

The third meditation 1s bor- 
 rYowed from the eſtate of all 
them thagare in Chriſt, whether 
Iiving Ps: 

\ beleeving 1n Chriſt dyeth not 
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forth of Chrift, but in him ; ha. 
" ving both his body and ſoule 
really coupled to Chriſt accor- 


.» | ding tothe tenour of the cove= 
. nant of grace: and though after 
4 death body and ſoule be ſevered 


one from another, yet neither of 

+ | them are ſevered or diſioyned 
* | from Chrift, The conjunction 
which is once begun 1n this life 

p | remaines eternally. And there- 
' | fore, though the ſoule goe from 
the body, & the bedy 1t ſelte rot 
1n the grave,yet both are fill in 

y | Chriſt, both in the covenant, 
Y beth 1n the favor of God as be- 


fore death, & both ſhal again be 
join'd togetherzthe body by ver=. 

| tue of the former conjunction 
_ | being raiſed toerernall life. In- 
1 | deed if this union with Chriſt 
| weredifſolved as the cojunCtion 


" | ofbody & ſouleis, it might be 
t | ſome matter of diſcomfort and 


F 3 tears 
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feare,but the foundation & ſub- 
 Rance of our my ſticall conjun- 
co with Chriſt both inreſpe& 
of our bodies & ſoules endured 
for ever, mult needs be matter 
of exceeding joy and comfort. 

The 4.meditation 18,that God 
hath promiſed his fpeciall bleſ- 
ſings and comfortable preſence 
unto his ſervants when they are 
ſicke or dying , or any way dl- 


ftrefled. When thox paſſeſt the- 


row the waters, I will bee with | 


thee (faith the Lord) and through 
the floods that they doe not over- 


flow thee : whtn thou walkeſt tho- 


row the very fire , thou ſhalt not 
be burnt , neither ſhall the flame 
kinale upon.thee. Now the Lord 
doth manifeft his preſence three 
waies:the firſt 1s by moderating 
and leflening the paines & tor- 
ments of 11cknes & death, as the 
very words of the former pro- 

| | miſc 
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. miſedoeplainly import. Hence 


it comes to paſſe, that to many 
men the ſorrowes and pangs of 
death, are nothing ſo grievous 
and troubleſome, as the afflicti- 
ons and croſſes that are layd on 
them 1n the courſe of their lives. 
The ſecond way of Gods pre- 
ſcce is by aninward & unſpeak- 
able comfort of the Spirit, as S. 


Paul ſaith, Fe rejoyce in tribula Rev,y.ziÞ 


tion, knowiug that tribulation aoth 
bring foorth patience, &c. but 
why 1s this rejoycing ? Becan/e 
(faith hee in the next words) 
the love of God 15 ſhed abroad in 
our hearts by the H.Ghoſt. Again, 
Paul having in ſome grievous 
ficknes received the ſentence of 
death, ſaith to uy that as 
the ſufferings of { hrift did abound 
m Fj fi; je rk did abound 
through Chriſt .Here then we ſee 
when earthly comforts do faile 

- FS 5 
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the Lord himſelfe drawes neere 
the bed of the ſick, as 1t were v1- 
ſiting themin his own perſon, & 
minittring unto the refreſhing 


for their foules : with his rioht 


hand he holds up their heads, aud” 


with his left hand hee imbraceth 
them.The third meanes of Gods 


preſence 15 the' miniſterie of his 


good Angels, whom the Lord 
hath appointed as keepers and 
nources unte his ſervants, to 
hold them up and to beare them 
in their armes as nources doe 
young children, and to bee asa 
guard unto them againit the di- 
vell and his angels. And all this 
1s verified, ſpecially 1n fickneſſe 
at which time the holy Angels 
are not onely preſent with Pch 
as feare God, but ready alſote 
receive and tocarry their ſoules 
into heaven, as appeares by the 
example of Lazarus. 

And 
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And thus much for the firſt du- 
tle which a ſficke man 1s to per- 
forme unto himſelf,namely,that 
hee mult by all meanes poſlible 
arme and ſtrengthen himſelfe, 
agatnlt the feare of death : now 
tollows the ſecond duty which 


 15concernine the body:and that 


1s, that all ficke perſons mult be 
careful to preſerve health & life 
till God doe wholly take 1t a». 
way. For Paul ſaith, None of us 
liverh to himſelfe:neither doth any” 
dye to himelfe : for whether wee 
live,we livcg mito the Lord:or whe= 
ther we die, we die unto the Lord : 
whether we live therfore or dye we 
are the Lords. For this caule we 
may not do with our lives .as we 
will, but wee muſt reſerve the 
whole diſpoſition thereof unto 
God, for whoſe glory we are to- 
live aud die. And this temporall 
life is a moſt precious Iewel, & 
as the common ſaying 1s, lite 18 


Rom. 14: 
5,8» 
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very ſweet,becaulc it 1s givento 
man for this end, that he might 
have ſome ſpace of time,wherin 


hee might uſe all good meanes | 
toattaineunto life everlaſting. 


Life is not beſtowed on us, that 


we ſhuld ſpend our daies in our | 


luſts and vaine pleaſures, but 
that we might have libertie to 
come out of the kingdome of 


darkneſſe into the kingdome of | 


grace, and from the bondage of 
{in into the glorious libertie of 
the ſons of God : and in this re- 
| Tpedt ſpeciall care muſt bee had 
of preſervation of life, till God 
doe call us hence. 

In the preſervation of life two 
things mult be conſidered : the 
meanes, and the right uſe of the 
meanes. The meanes 1s , good 
and wholeſome phyticke: which 
thoughit be deſpiſed of many as 
a thing unprofitable & needles, 


yet 
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| yet muſt it be eſteemed as an or- 
dinance and blefling of God. 
This appeares becauſe the Spirit 
of God hath given approbation 
unto 1t 1n the Scriptures. When 
it was the good pleaſure of God 
toreſtore life unto King Ezechi- 2 King: 
4, a lumpe of dry figs by the 20. 7> 
Prophets appointment was laid | 
to his boyle, and he was healed. 
Indeed this .cure was in ſome 
ſort miraculous, hecauſe he was 
made whole in the ſpace of 2. or 
3.dates, and the thirdday he went 
up to the temple: yet the bunch of 

gs was a naturall or ordinary 
medicine or plaiſter ſerving to Gal-1.de 
ſoften and ripen tumours or art. curas 
{wellings in the fleſh. And the tiva-ca-6s 
Samaritane is commended for 19-1 
the binding up, and for the pou- ot 
ring inof wine and o1le into the . 
wounds of the man that lay 
wounded betweene Iecuſatem 
and: 


it 


Iſa t.6e 
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 Valla de and Tericho. Now this dealing 
| fac. Phil, of his was a right practiſe of 


Phyſicke: for the wine ſerved to 
cleanſe the wound and to eaſe 


 thepaine within : and oyle ſer. 


ved to ſupple the fleſh and to 


aflwage the paine without, And | 
the Prophet E/ay ſeems to com- | 
mend this phyſicke , when hee | 


faith, From the ſole of the foot 
there 1s nothing whole therein, but 


wounds aud ſwetlings, & ſores full 


of corruption: they have not beene 


wrapped nor bound up, and mollifis 
ed with oyle. And whereas God 


did not command circumciſion | 
of children before the erghtday, | 
he followed a rule of Phyſicke 
obſerved in all ages,that the life | 


of the child is very uncerten till 
the firſt ſeven dayes be expired, 
as we may lee by the example 
of the child which Daviahad by 
Bathfheba , winch dyed the 7. 


day. 
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the eight day. Fhus then 1t 1s 
manifeſt that the uſe of phyſick 
is lawfull and commendable. 


| Furthermore, that phyfick may 
| bewell applyed to the mainte-* 
( nance of health, ſpeciall care 


muſt be had to make choice of 
ſuch Phyſicians, as are knowne 
tobe well learned, and men of 


| experience,as alſo of good con- 


ſcience and good re}1gion. For 
as in other callings,ſo1n this al- 
ſo,there be ſundry abuſes which 
may endanger the lives and the 
health of men. Some venter up- 
on the bare inſpection of the u- 
rine, without further dire&tion 
or knowledg of the eftate of the 
lick, to oteidi and minitter 

as ſhal ſeem beſt unto them. But 
the learned 1n this faculty platn- 


ly 


day. And upon the very ſame Arift. de 
ground, heathen men uſed not hift.ani.f, * 
to name their children before 7*<2P- 7+ 
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rine may fore-fignifie both 
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ly avouch,that this kind of hea- 
ling tends rather to kill thento 
cure; and that fundry men are 
indeed killed therby.For judge» 
ment by the urine 1s moſt de- 
ceitfull:the water of him that 1s 


ſicke of a peſtilent feaver even | 


unto death, lookes for ſubſtance 
and cohour as the water of a | 
whole man: and ſo doth the wa: 
ter of them that are ſicke of a 
quartane or of any other inter- 
_ feaver; ſpecially if they 


have uſed a good dyet from the 
beginning : as alſo of them that 


have the pluriſie, or the inflam- 
mation of the lungs,or theSqui- | 
nancy , oftentimes when they | 
are neere death. Now then con- | 
fidering the waters of ſuch as. 


are at the point of death, ap- 
peare as the urines of whole and 
ſound men; one aud the ſame u- 
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and death, and be a figne of di- 
vers,nay of contrary diſeaſes. A 
thinne crude, and pale urine 1n 


| them that be 1n health, is a igne 
of want of digeſtion;but in ſuch 


2s are ficke of a ſharpe or burn- 
ing ague,it betokens the frenlte, 
andis a certaine figne of death. 
Againe, others there be that doe 
think 1t a ſmall matter to make 
experiments of their deviſed 
medicines upon the bodies of 
their patients, ſo that the health 
which they hoped for, 1s either 
hindred, or elſe much decayed. 
Thirdly, there bee others which 
miniſter no phyſick at any time 
or-uſe phlebotomy without the 
dire&tion of judiciall Afrolo- 
g1e:but if they ſhall follow this | 
courſe alwates, they mult needs 
kill many a man. Pur the caſe 
that a man full-bodied is taken 
with a plurifie, the Moone be- 
ing 


"TV Againe, when a man is licke of 
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:ng in Leo, what muſt bedone, 
The learned in this Art ſay, hee 
mult preſently bee let bloud: 


but by Aſtrologie a ſtay muſtbe || 


made, till the Moone be remoo- 
ved from Leoto the houſe of the 
Sun : but by that time the im- 
poltume wil be ſo mach incre+ 


{ed by the gathering togetherof. Fr 
the humours, that it can neither | 


be diffolved nor ripened: and 
by this meanes the licke partie 
wanting helpe in time, ſhal dye 
either by inflamation , or by. 
the conſumption of the lungs, 


the Squinancie, or of the feaver 
called Synachm,the Moone then 


Witt 


being 1n malignit aſpects with * 


any of the infortunate planets " 


(as Aſtrologers uſe to ſpeake) if 
letting of blood be deferred tall 
the Moone bee freed from the 
foreſaid aſpeds, the partie dies 


th 


hi 
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inthe meane ſeaſon. Therefore 
they are far wide that miniſter 
Ph purgations and let bloud no o- 
therwiſe then they are counſel- 
1, ied by the conſtitation of the 
ſtarres, whereas 1t 1s a farre bet- 
tex courſe to confider the mat= 
x. ferofthe diſeaſe, with the diſ- 
-c| poſition and ripening of 1t; as 
er | ſo the courſes and ſymtomes 
_1/ and criſes thereof. This being 
nd | 
ſo,there 1s good cauſe that ficke 
men{kould as well bee carefull 
to make choiſe of meete Phyſi- 
1 clans to whom they might com= 
of mend the care of their health, as 
;6 | they are carefull to make choiſe 
on | of Lawyers for their worldly 
oh | ſuites, and Divines for caſes of 
conſcience. 
i | Furthermore; all men muſt 
i11 | heere bee warned to take heede 
he | that they uſe not ſuch meanes as 
« | taveno warrant, Of this kinde 
are 
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are all charmes or ſpels, of what | 

words ſoever they conſiſt : cha« | { 

racters and figures either in pa- | 

per, wood, or waxe:all amulets | x; 

and ligatures , which ſerve to | tc 

hang about the necke, or other { 

parts of the body , except they w 

be grounded upon ſome good th 
naturall reaſon:as white peony | nj 
hung about the necke, 1s goed | It 

againſt the falling ſicknefle:and | of 
woolfe dung tied to the body,is 
good againſt the chollicke, not 
by any inchantment, vut by 1n- 
ward vertue. Otherwiſe they 
areall vaine and ſuperſtitious: | 
becauſe neither by creation, nor | g, 
by any decree of Gods Word, | ,, 
have they any power to curea | 
bodily diſeaſe. For words can 
doe no more but <gnifie, and | 
figures can doe no more but re- 
preſent. And yet nevertheleſle 
theſe unlayfull and abſurde 
 ; n meanes 
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at | meanes are more uſed & ſought 
a= | for of common people , then 
a- | good Phyſicke. But it ftands all 
ts | men greatly 1n band, in no wiſe 
to | toſeeke forth to inchanters, and 
er forcerers, which indeed are but 
ey witches and w1zzards, though 
od they are commonly called cun- 
ny | ning or wiſe men and women. 
ed | It were better for a man to die 
nd | of his fickneſle, then to ſeeke re- - 
'u8| covery.by ſach wicked perſons. 

wt | For if any turne after ſuch as 1 eyagc: | 
It-| worke with ſpirits, and after ſooth= 3 
7 | ſajers, to goe an whooring after 
IS, | them, the Lord will ſet hs face a= 
Wt | painſt them, and cut them off fron 
rd, | among his people, When Aha- 
ea | 23a was licke, he ſent to Baal- 
an zebub the god of Ekrou to 
nd | know whether he ſhould reco- 
re-| yer or no: as the meflengers 
were going , the Prophet Elias 
de met them, and ſaid, Goe and re- 
nes turne 
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tarne to the King which ſent you, | 
and ſay unto him , This ſaith the | l 
Lord, it is not becanſe there tu | 
Godin Iſrael, that thou ſendeſtty X 
inquire. of Baalzebub the god sf , 
Ekron ? therefore thou ſhalt mt F 
come downe from thy bed on which | 
thou art gene up, but ſhalt aye the | f 
death. Therefore ſuch kinde of | , 
helpe1s ſo farre from curing a- 
ny paine or ſickeneffe, that it ra- 
ther doubleth them .and faſte- | ,, 
neth them upon us. '» 
Thus much of the meanes of 
health:now followes the maner a 
of uling the meanes; concer- | ,, 
ning which, three rules muſt be | 1; 
followed. Firſt of all,he that is | Fe 
to take Phyticke,muft not onely | ,, 
prepare his body , as Phyſicians | ,,, 
doe preſcribe z but he mult alſo | g, 
m_ his ſoule by humbling wil 

imſeclf under the hand of God 
mm his fickeneſſe for his any ha 
_ 


| 
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| and make earncft prater to God 
for the pardon of them before 
any medicine come 1n his body. 


0 | 


Now that this order ought to 
| be uſed, appeares plainely 1n 
this,that ſicknefle ſprings from 
| our ſinnes as from a root, whicth1 


ſhould firſt of all be ſtocked up, 
that the branches might more 
eafily dye. And therefore e-£/7 
commended for many other 
things, is blamed for this by the 
holy Ghoſt, that he ſought not 
tothe Lord, bur te the Phy fici- 
ans, & put h1s trutt 1n them. O:;- 
 tentimes it comes to paſſe , that 


diſeaſes curable in themſelves; 
are made incurable by the finnes 


andthe 1mpenitency of the par- 
{ſt way 1s 
for them that would have eaſe, 
when God begins to correct the 
by ſicknes, then alſo te begin to 
bumble themſclyes for all their 


 ty:and therefore the b 


2 Chron, 
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funnes, 
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finnes., and turne unto God, 
The ſecond rule 1s,that when 

wee have prepared our ſelyes, 


| 1 Tim. 4, 41d are about to: uſe Phyſicke, 


3* 


we mult ſanetific1t by the word | 


of God and prayer , as we doe 
our meat and drinke. For by the 


Word we muſt have our wars: 


rant, that the medicines preſcri- 
bed are lawfull and good : and}; 
by prayer we muſt 1ntreat the 
Lord for a bleſſing upon them, 
1m reſtoring of health,1t 1t be the 
good will of God. 

The third rule 1s, that we 


muſt carry in minde- the right 
and proper end of Phyticke,lealt | 
we deceive our ſelves. We mutt 
not therefore thinke that Phy-| 
ficke ſerves to prevent old age 
or death it ſelfe. For that is-not 
poſſivle, becauſe God hath ſet 


down that all men ſhall die-and | 
- bechanged; andlife conſiſts 


a.tem- 


en 
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tu 
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z temperature and proportion of 
maturall heate and radical moy- 


| ure, which moyſture being 


once conſumed by the former 


heate, is by art unrepairablezand 


therefore death muſt needs fol- 


low. Butthe true end of Phy- 
| ficke 1s to continue and length- 


en the life of man to 1s natu- 


| rall period ; which 15 when na- 
ture, that hath bin long preſer- 


ved by all poſſible meanes, 1s 
now wholly ſpent. Now this 


period, though 1t canot be leng- 


thened by any skill of man, yet 
may 1t eaſily be ſhortned,by in- 
temperance 1n dyet, by 2 drun- 
kennes, and by violent diſeaſes. 


| But care muſt be had to avoide 
| al fuchevils, thatthe little lamp 


of corporall life may burne till 


' It goe out of it ſelfe. For this ve- 


Ty ſpace of time is the very day 
of grace & ſalvatio, and where- 


a Inter 
curaneus' | 
carnifex, . Þ 
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as God in juſtice might have 
cat us. off, and utterly deſtroy= 
edus, yet in great mercy he 
gives. us thus much time , that 
we might prepare our ſ:lvesto 
his kingdome :. whuch time 
when 1t 1s once ſpent, if a. man 
would redeeme1t with the price 
of ten thouſand worlds, he can- 
not have 1t. 

And to conclude this point 
' © touching Phyſicke, I will heere 
ſet down two ſpeciall duties of 
the Phifician himſelfe, The firft 


1s,that in the want and defect of | 


ſuch as. are to pur ficke menin 
mind of their finnes, 1t 1s a dutte 


ſpecially c6cerning him, hebe- | 


ing a member of Chritt, to ad- 
vertiſe his parties that they mult 
truly humble themſelves , and 


pray fervently to God for the 


pardon .of all their finnes.: and | 
lurely this duty would be more| 


* —— 


com: 


, 


| 


— 


all Phyſicians did confider, that 


There may be, and 15 too. much  WizZ 
nicenefſe in ſuch concealements.. 


> &  PY Gan YS Gn eg” '< 


andthe very plainetruth in this. 


and maketh him par all his af- 
Hance in the meere mercy. of 
God. When Ezechias was lick,, 
the Prophet ſpeakes plainely'to- 
'him, and: faith, 
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commonly praftifed thenit is,if 


oftentimes they want good ſuc- 
cefſe1n their dealings; not be- 
caufe there 1s any want in Art, 
er good will, but becauſe the 
partie with whom they deale,is 
impenitent. The ſecond duty 1s 
when he fees manifeſt ſignes of 
death in his patient, not-to de-. 
part concealing them, but firlt gc 


to certifie the patient. thereof. ©, Lo 


cale knowne, is very profitable. 
For when the partie 1s certaine 
of his end, 1t doth bereave. him 
of his truſt in earthly; things , 


Set thine houſe 
G 0h 
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in order : for thou maſt dic. And 
what good wee may reape by 
knowing certainely that wee 
have received the ſentence of 
death; Pau! ſheweth when hee 
faith, Fee receive the ſentence.of 
death in our ſelves becauſe wee 
ſhould nat truſt in onr ſelves butin 
God that raiſeth the dead, _ 
Having thus ſeene what bee 
the duties of the ficke man to 


himſelfe,let.us now ſee what be 


the duties wlych hee 'owethto 
his neighbour; & they are two; 
The firft 1s the dutic of reconci- 
Larion, whereby he is freely to 
forgive all men, and to deſire to 
be forgiven of all.. In the Old 
Teſtament, when a, man westo 
offer a Bullocke or lambe infa- 
erifice to God, he muſt leave hus 
offering atthe Altar;zand firſt go 
and be reconciled unto his bre- 
theen, if they had oughy againk 


hu . 
_ Ms 
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him : much more then muſt this 


be done, when we are in death, 
to offer up. our ſelves, our bo« 


dies and ſoules, as:an acceptable 


ſacrifice unto. God. Lueſtion.. © 
What if a-matrcannot come to 


the ſpeechrof rhem with whom 


he wouldbe reconciled?oritthe. 


doe, whatifthey will not be re» 
conculed2 Ax/. Whea any ſhall 


in their ſickneſle ſeeke and de- 
fire reconciliation, and cannct 
obtaine it, either becauſe the: 
parties are abſent, or becauſe: 
they will not relent ;- they have 


diſcharged their conſcience. 


and God. will accept their: 
will. for .the- deede. As- put 
caſe, a man lying ficke on 
his death bedde, 1s .at. enmr- 
tie- with one that 1s. beyond 


the Sea; ſo as hee cannot poſ- 
<fbly have any ſpeech with him, 
xf hee. would ,never ſo famine, . 


THI FRG G2 hoavy 
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how ſhall hee ſtay his mind? 
why, he muſt remember that in 
this caſe, a will and deſire tobe 


reconciled, 1s reconciliation it | 


ſelfe. 

The ſecond dutie 1s,that thoſe 
which are Rulers and Gover- 
nours of others, muſt have-care 


and take order that their char» | | 
ges committed to them by 


God, bee left 1n good eſtate af- 
tcr their death; and here come 
three duties to bee handled ; the 
firit of the Magiſtrate, the ſe- 
cond of the Miniſter, the third 
of the Maſter of the Family, 
The Magittrates dutie 1s, before 
hee die to provide, as much as 
he can, for the godly and peace- 


able eſtate ofthe Towne, Citi, 


or Common-wealth : and that 
is done partly by procuring the 


maintenance of ſound religr| 


on and yertue, and partly by e- 


—— — —_——— 
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ſabliſhing of the execution of 
ctvill Tuftice & outward peace- 
Examples of the practice in 


Gods Word are thoſe, When | 
Moſes was an 160. and 20. Deur.zie / 


yeares old, & was no moreable 
to go 1n and out before the peo - 
ple of Iſrael, he called them be- 


| forehim, and ſignified that the 
| time of his departure was at 


hand, and thereupen tooke or- 


der for their wel-tare after his 


death. And firſt of all, he placed 
To/aa over the in-his ſtead, to be 
their guid tothe promiſed land, 
ſecodly he gives ſpeciall charge 
toal the people, to be valiant & 


couragions againſt their ene-. 


mies, and to obey the comman- 


| dements of God. And 7oſa , 
_ follows the ſame courſe. For he 


cals the people together, & tels. 


the that the time of his death 1s 


a hand,and gives them a charge 
Ez 3 ro 
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ſhipthe true God, which done, 
hee ends his dayes as a worthy 
Captaine. When King David 
was to goethe way of all fleſh, 
and lay ſicke on h1s death-bed; 


zpon his Throne, and gavehim 


juſtice. 


they are dying 1s, as much as 
they can, to caſt and pr ovide for 
the cotinuice of the good eftate 
of the Church over which they 
are placed. Conſider the exam» 
| aPeraas ple of Peter : I will (ſaith he) in- 
deavonr alwaies, that ye alſo may 


theſe things after my departure. If 
this had bin wel obſerved, there: 
could not have bin ſuch aboun- 
dance of Ichuſimes, errours, and 
here- 


to be couragious, and to wor- 


| 2Kin-2,2 he placed his owne ſon Salomon 


charge both for maintenance | 
of religion, and execution of | 


The duatie of M ;nifters when 


bee able to have remembrance of 


| herefies as hath beene, and the 


to maintaine-perfonall ſucceſ- 


| 


' tamily after death, rwo things 
 areito bee done. Tha felt con- 
 cernes this life, & tha 


 roomes of faithfull Teachers; 
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Church of God could not have 
ſuffered ſo great havocke. Burt 
becauſe men have had more care 


ſion, then the right ſucceſſion, 14 
which ſtands in the duftrine of Ad20-29 / 
the Prophets and Apoſtles, ther= >Theb2-1 | 
fore wolves have come 1ntothe | 


and, the- Apoftaſie , of which 
Pau! ſpeakes, hath' over-ſpread ' 
the face of the Church. 
Thirdly, houſholders muſt 
{:t their families in order before 
they dye, as the Prephet £/ay 
ſaith-to E werkieh; Set thine ouſt 
n oraer,for thou muſs die.For the Ia. " I 
procuring of good order in the 


is to diſ- 
poſe of lands and goods. And 
tat this may be well & wiſely 

G 4 done 3 : 


| Gen.25. 
' and 49, 
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done, if the wilt be unmade, it 


1s with-godly advice and coun- 


ſell 'to be made 1n the time of 
ſickneſle; according to the pra- 
Qice of ancient & worthy men: 
Abraham before his death ma- 


keth his will,and gives legacies; 


ſo did 1/aac and Tacob, 1n whole 
laſt wil & teftament are contai- 


ned many wortly bleſſings and | 


propheſies of the eſtate of his 


children. Chriſt our Saviour, | 


when hee was upon the Crofk, 
provided for his mother, ſpeci- 


ally comending her to his Dif. 


ciple 7ohn, whons he loved. And 
1n very deed, this dutie of ma- 
king a will, 1s a matter of great 
weight and importance : tor it 


cuts off much hatred and con: 
tentionan families, andit ſtates | 
many ſajggs 1n Law. It 1s not | 


therfore uwaies a matter of in- 
diftereace, which may be done 


_ 
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or not done as many doe falſely 
thinke, who upon blind and fi- 


. niſter reſpe&s do abſtaine from: 


making Wills, either becaufe 
their wealth ſhould not be once 
known, 'or becauſe they would: 
have their decayed eftate to bee 
concealedzor becauſe they fears 

they ſhall die the ſooner, if the 
Will be once made. | 
Now, though the making of 
Wills belong to another place 
and profeſſion, yet ſo much may 
bee ſpoken: heere as the Holy 
Gholt hath uttered.in the word, 
and that I will reduce to certain 
rules. The firſt 1s, that the Will 
maſt be made according to the 
law of Nature, and the written 
word ef God, and the good and 
wholſome poſitive laws of that 
kingdome or countrey whereof 
aman 15 amember. The will of 
God maſt bethe rule of m_ 
Wilts 
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will. And therefore the wil that | : 


.1s made againft any of theſe , 1s 
faultie. The ſecond 1s, . that if 
goods evill gotten be not reſto- 
red before, they muſt even then 
be reſtored by will, or by ſome 
other way. 1t 1s the pradtice of 
covetons men to bequeath their 
{oules whe they dy,to God,and 
withall to bequeath their goods 
evill gotten to their children & 
friends; which 1n all equitie 
ſhould bee reſtored to: them 
to whom they belong. 2zeft, 
How if a mans conſcience tell 
| himthat his goods be evill got- 
ten, and he knowes not where, 
--orto whom to make reftitutt- 
on ? Aſ:The caſe is common, & 
the anſwer1s this : When heis 
| known whom thou haſt wrog- 
ed.reftoreto him particularly:f 
the partiebe unknown, or dead, 
reſtore to his executors or 'aſ+ 
ET {1gnes, 
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- Ggnes,or to his next kin:1f there 


be none, yet keepe not goods 
evill gotten tothy {elfe, butre- 
flore to God, that 1s, in way of 
recompence and civil ſatisfacty- 
on, beitow them on the Church 
or Common-wealth. Thethurd 
rule 1s, that heads of families 


mutt principally beſtow their 


goods on their owne children, 
and them that bee of_ their kin= 


dred. This man(faith God to A- 


braham, of Eleazar a ſtranger) Ga. a5 ; 


foal not be:thine heire, but the ſon 
which ſhall come of thy loines, And 
this was Gods commandement 
tothe Iſraclits, that when any 
man.dyes, his ſonne ſhould bee 
his heire, and if he heave no ſon, 
then his daughter:Ind if he have 
no daugiter, then his brethren > 
and if he have no brethren, then 
his fathers brethren : and if that 


there'bee none, then the next. 


of 


Num. 274 
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of the kinne whoſoever. And 
| -Rom.8.17 Pay Hſaith, 1f Je be ſons, then alſo 


vides not for his owne, and namely, 
for them of his houfhold, is worſe 
then ax infidell. Therefore 1t 1s a 
fault ofany manto alienate his 
goods or lands,wholly & final- 
ly from his bloud and poſteri» 
tiy. It is athing which the very 
law of nature it {elfe hath con- 
q demned. Againe, 1t1s a fault to 
; _ give all hy eldeſt, and no- 
E.2 Ari, Ching in reſpe@to the reſt; as 
Lpol-ls, though the eldeſt were borne 
cap.s to Denton yonger bre- 
thren borne to beare the wallet 
Yet in equitie the eldeſt muſt 


 xTim 5 } ves: and againe, He that pro. | 


mw, _ P95 


ee 


' have more then any; even be- 


ſtocks and families 1n their per- 
ſons are to be maintained z and 
becauſe there muſt alwates bee 
ſome that muſt bee fit to doe 


cauſe he is the eldeft, & becauſe 


ſpeciall | 
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ſpeciall ſervice in the peace of - 


the Common-weale, or 1n the 
time of warre : which could not 
be, if goods ſhould be equally 


parted to all. The fourth and laſt 


rule 1s, that no W1ll 1s of force 
nll the Teftator be dead; for fo 


——— — 


long as he1s alive, hee may alter 
and change. Theſe rules muſt be 
remembred , becauſe they are 
recorded 1n Scripture : the ope- 
ning of other points-and cir- 
cumſtances belongeth to the 
profeſſion of the avs. - 

The ſecond dutie of the ma- 
ſer of the family, concerneth 
the ſoules of ſuch as bee under 
his government : and that 1s, to 


give charge to them, that they 


| learne, beleeve, and obey the 
| true religzon,that is,the doctrin 


of ſalvation ſet downe 1n the 
writings of the Prophets and A- 
poſtles. The Loxd bimſelfe com- 


mends. - 


152  Therioht way | 
G:n.18, Abraham for this 1 know Abra- 


after him, that they keepe thewa| 
2 King'2. 1ydgement, And David gives St 


notable and ſolemne charge, the 
" ſumme and ſubſtance whereetf 


- being done, hee. further come 
mends him to God by prayer} 
for which purpoſe the 72, P/al 


vernours, when they ſhall care: 
fully diſpoſe of their goods,and 
give charge to their poſteritie 
touching the worſhip of God, 
ſhall greatly honoye God dying 
as well as living. "NY 


The tyo-fold preparation which 


19, ham, faith hee, that he will com-| - 
mand his ſonnes, and his houſhold| - 


of the Lord to doe righteouſnes aul|' 
rcadall. 7,0 on his death-bed a molt| 
H 


15, to know the God of his fa-|- 
thers, and to ſerve him : which] 4 


was made. This-praGtice of his is] 
£0 be followed of all. Thus G6] 


Hitherto I have intreated of | 


z | 
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| xto goe before death : now fol- 


lowes the ſecond part of Dying 
well, namely, the diſpofition in 
death. This: diſpoſition is no= 
thing elſe buta religions &110- 


ly behaviour, ſpecially towards 
God, when wee are 1n, or netre 
the agonie and pang of death, 


| This behaviour containes three 
«| ſpeciall duties. The firtt is,to.dy 
' nor by faith. Todyby faith 1s, 


when a mann the time of deal: 
doth with-al-his heart rely him= 
&lfe wholly on. Gods ſpeciall 
love, and favour, and mercy in 


Chriſt, as it. is revealed in the 


word... And though there be no 
patt.of mans life void of juit oc= 
calions whereby wee may put 
taith in practice, yet the ſpeciall 
time of all, is the pang otdeath, 


| when friends, and riches, and 


pleaſures, & the outward ſenſes, 
and'temporal life, and all-earth- 


ly 


* Q aw, 
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ly helpes forſake us. For then 
true faith makes us to. go whol- 


ly out. of our ſelves, and tode-| 


ſpaire of comfort and f{alvation 
in reſpect of any earthly thing: 
and with all the ſtrength and 
- power of the heart; toreſt on the 
pure mercie of God. This made 
Lather both thinke and ſay,that 
men were the beft Chriſtians 1n 
death. Example of this. faith we 
havein David, who when hee 
ſaw nothing before his eyes, 
but | xs death: the peoplein- 
tending to ſtone him, comforted 


| _ $S4.30-9 himelfe at that very infant, a 
| the Text ſaith, «2 the Lord hu | 


God. This comfort he reaped,in 


that by faith hee applyedunts | 


his own foule the merciful pro- 


miſes.of God; ashe teſtifieth of 


himſelfe;Remember((aith he.)the 
; Pla.119- promiſe made tothy ſervant wher+ 
| 463% x thou haſt cauſed me torruft, 11 

| 8 


of dying well. 55 
I. | 27 comfort in trouble, for th 
” hath quickned A 
do! My fleſb failed, and my heart alſo, 
ion|\#r GOD is the ſtrength of my p#y4,26. 
heart,and my portio for evermore. .Y 
ing] Now looke what David heere* 
the | did, the ſame. muſt every one of 
1d | us do 1n the like caſe. When the 
hat | 1{raelites in the wildernes were 
in | ſang with fiery ſerpents, and- 
we | lay at the point of death, they 
Hee | looked up to the Brazen Serpent 
's, | which was ereGted by the ap- 
n+ | pointment of G OD, and were 
{| preſently healed : even ſo when 
a; | aman feeles death todraw.near, 
4 | and the fierie fting to-pierce the 
in | bcart, he muſt fixe the eye of a 
t | true & lively faith upon Chriſt, ' 
o | exalted. and crucified upon the | thaw; 
of | Croſſe : it being done, hee ſhall "oy 
}, | by death enter mto eternall lite. 
- Now becauſe true faithis no 
dead thing, itmuſt be _——_ 
Ml 
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by eſpeciall actions ; the princi« 
, pall whereof 1s 1nvocation; 
wherby either praycror thankk 

. giving 1s directed unto God, 
When. death had ſeaſed upen 
the body of /acob, he raiſedup 
himſelfe, and turning lus face 
towards the beds head, leaned 


ſon of his feeblenes, and prayed 
unto God : which prayer ot his 


of his aft&t16 1ſaid unto him to 


Aated otherwife, Car/e God and 
ae : but (as I take 1t) the former 
15 the beſt, Fort 1s not like,that 
1n ſoexcellent afamily,any one 
perſon, much: lefle:a matrone: 
and principall Governor there- 
of, would give ſuch lewd and: 

= _- wretched 


| Heb.ll.22-gn the top of his ftaffe by rea-| 


was an excellent fruite of his |; 
faith. {obs wife 1n the middeſt 


| Tob 2.5- very good purpoſe, Bleſſe: God 
I and ae. I know and grant that: 
the words are commonly trans! 


of dying well. 157: 


| wretched counſell which the 


[moſt wicked man "upon earth, 
having no more but the light of 
nature, would not oncegive,but 


Irather , much abhorre ahd cou- 


lemne.And though Job call her 
a fooliſh worwan , yet he doth it, 
not becauſe ſhe went about to 
dwade him to blaſpheme 
God; but becauſe ſhee was of 


the. mind of 7ebs friends , and - 
ithought hee ſtood too much »Doeft 
in aconceit of his owne r1ghte- taeu con. 


thine affliction at deaths doorez 
therefore begin now at length 


| to lay aſide the great over wee- 


| ouſnes. Now the effect & mea- _ yet 
| ning of her counſel is this, veſſe |, 
a+.| God, that1s, husband, no doubt 
| thou art: -by the extremitie of 


upright> 
GS 3 
veiſc 9g; 


aing which thou haſt of thine 


owne righteouſneſſe, acknow- 
ledge-the hand of God upon 


thee tor thy _ confefle them. 


unto \ 
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pray for the pardon of them,and 
_ endthy dayes. This counſellis 


very good and to bee followed| 


of all : though 1t may bezthe ap- 
plying of 1t (as Job well percei- 
ved) 1s mixt with folly. 


Here it may be alleadged, that| 


in the pangs of death men want 


4 


unto him,giving him the glory |. 


4 


their ſenſes and convenientut- 


terance, and therefore that they 


are unable to pray. AuſcThe ve 


ry ſighs, ſobs, and groanes ofa 


repentant and beleeving heart 
are prayers before God, even a 
efteQual,as if they were uttered 
by the beſt voice in the world, 


Prayer ſtands 1n the afteAtioncf | 


the heart, the voyce 1s but an 
outward meſſenger therofz God 
ſookes not upon the ſpeech, but 


Pal. 16, Vpon the heart. Davidſaith,Gul 
| 217.and feareth the d:fire of the poore : 4+ 
| 245019, gaine, That he will fulfill w des 
rei 


fres of them that feare him; 


[yea ,' their very teares are loud 


and ſounding | prayers in his 


Againe, faith may otherwiſe 
bee exprefled by the Laſt worar, 
which tor the moſt part of them 
that have truely ſerved God,are 
very excellent and comfortable 
and full of grace : ſome choiſe 
exampels whereof I will re- 
hearſe for inftrudtion ſake and 
for1mitation, The laſt words of 


lacob were thoſe , whereby as 
a Prophet he foretold bleſſings 


of aymg well. , 59 


Gen,49+ þ 


and curſes pon his children: 


| and the principall among the 


reſt were theſe, The ſcepter ſhall 
not depart from Inda, andthe law 
giver from betweene his feete, till 


Shilo come : and, O Lord, I have 
waited for thy ſalvation. The laſt 
words of CIoſes are his moſt 
excellent ſong,ſetdowne,Deur. 


clap. \ 
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D avid were thels, The Spirit of 


was in my tongue:the God of Thrall 
fpake to me; the ffrength of Iſrael 
- ſaid, Beare rule gver men, tt, 
The words of Zacharsas the ſon 


2 Throw. « Tehaiada,when he was ſtoned 


by 24:220 


and require it, The laſt words of 
our Saviour: Chriſt whe he was 


admrable, and flored with*a. 
bundance of {pirituall grace, x, 

Lu 23:24, To his Father he-ſaith, Father 
BÞ forgive them, they know not what 
ver.43- they doe. 2.to the theefe, Verily1 

| Jay nnto thee, this day ſbalt thos 


Mother, other, behold thy ſon: 
| and to Tohn, behold thy mother, 
| Jchn 19,. 4 and in an agony, Ay God, my 
26.27 - God why haſt thou forſaken me ?5\ 
| Mar9.:46 & earneRly deſiring our {alvatt. 


| a. x2; chap.. 32. and the laſt words F 6 


the Lord fpake by me, aud his word fp! 


were, The Lord looke upow it | 


dying upon the Croſle are moſt | 


be with me in Parad;/e. 3. to is | 


2 
44. Vd 
= 


ma 
Fi. 
fo 


AR 


oo nof djimgwelt, I6F | 
. of|6n, thirſt. 6.and when hee had jpv vg 
, of made. pertett fſatisfattion, 17 is z9.v, zo, 
1 fniſhed. 7. and when. body and i- 
2,1 \ſoule were parting ; Father, 4aro Lu.2g.q8 | 
th hands. 1 commend my. Spirit. | 
The laft words of Steven were z AR 7.56 
L:Behold,, I ſee the heavens open, 
| and the Sopne of man ſtanding at 


acl. 


" the right hand of God. 2. Lord le» 59. | 
; of | { recerve. my ſfurit.. 3. Lord, lay 60, 


we this ſnae' to their-charge. Ot 
|'Pelycarpe. T how art 4 tr#e God, 
2 | without [yeag therefore tn al things yas 
Ipraiſe thee, aud blefſe thee, and 
4» | florifie thee by the. eteraall God, 
4 | 4nd high Prieſt Tefia.Chriſt thine 
41 | avely beloved Sonne, by whons, and 
with whom, to thee, and "oy holy : 
| Spirit, be all glary now and for e= _ 2 
= OfI WINE [ care ——_ BIN 'F 
kind of death 1 dje : 1 am. the bread * * | 
ef the Lord, and_mnſt be ground 
mth the teeth of Lions, that I may 
| deans brogdfer iriſh, whois 

| #3 


Euſc.4-C 


Le» 
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ejus. e099 you as if I were aſhamed ta 
. tive : neither doe T feare death je- 
canſe we have a good Lord. 


Pautinus 7c bread of life forme. Of Ame 
—__ broſe, 1 have not ſo led my life 


Poſlid.'n Auguſtine, I. He #5 no great mas; 
vit2 Aug. that thinkes it a great matter thit' 
cape. trees and ſtones fall, and mortal 
 anendie.. 2. Inſt art thou, O Lord, | 
axd righteous ts thy judgement.Of 
Barnard, 1. An admonition tobs 
brethren, that they would pron 
the anthor of thetr Faith and Hope 
n the ſafe and ſure Port of Coat 
mercy. 2. Beeanſe\ [aith he) al 
ſuppoſe, I canot leave nnts you an) 
choſe examples of religion, I com- 
mend three to be imutated of you, 
which T remember that T have o- 
ſerved in the race 'which 1 have 
rn, mich as poſſibly T could, 1. 
T gave {fe heed to my own ſenſe® 
reaſon then tothe ſenſe and reaſon 


m2 bes — ww * © —_< Ht oo —-» va —= 


"of other men, 2.3hen T was bart; ! 


langit 
4 A 

: [> - 

D—_ > K k Be * f- & oth 


by, 


1 9 4% 


"a 


of dying well, 163. 


ſought not revenge on him that dzd 
" the hart. 3.1 hadcare to give of< 


fence to n0 man, and if it fell ont o= 
therwiſe,T took jt alway as T could. 


Of Zwinglius, when in the field OGold 
he was wounded under the chin Mycon.. 
| with a ſpeare;O what hap is this 2 


$oto,t hey may kill my body, bat my 
fouls they cannot .Ot Oecola mpa®- 


{ dius.I. Az exhortatios to the i= 


niſters of the ( burch to maintaine 
the paritie of Dofrine, to fhew- 
forth an example of honeſt and 
goaly life, to be conſtant and pati= 
ent under the croſſe, 2. Of hium- 
ſelfe. Phercas Tam charged to be 
acorrupter of the truth, I weight 


"uot : Now 1 ans oing to the tribus 


nall of Chriſt, aud that with good 
conſcience by the grace of God, and 
there it ſhall bee manifeſt , that T 
have not ſeduced the (hurch. Of 


| .this my ſaying and conteſtation 1 
| heave your as witueſſes, cofurne it 


with: 


"I : - 


164 - The right way 


with this my laſt breath. 3. Tohis 
children, Love God the Father: & 
_ turning himſelfto his kinsfolks * 
I have bod you, ſaxd he, with this * 


conteſtation:you (which they heare 


asd have deſired) ſhall doe your in- | 
deavonr , that theſe my children | 
may bee godly and peaceable, and | 
true. 4. To his friend comming 


unto, him, what ſhall I ſay unto 


you? Newes, I ſhall be ſhortly with 
Chrift my Lora. 5. Being asked | 
whether the light did not trou- | 
ble him, touching his breaſt, | 


there ts liont enough, 11d hee. 6, 
He rehearſed the whole 5 1.Pfa, 
_ with deepe fighs from the very 
bottom of his breſt. 7, A little 
after, Save mee Lord leſus, Of 


Luther , My heavenly Father, 


God and Father of our Lord Teſts 


Chriſt, God of al comfort, I give | 1. 
thee thaks that thon haft revealed | 


. 


20 zne thy Son Teſiss (hriſt, _ 


— 


s 
| 
: 
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| evergaeither ſhal any be able to pul 


| meont of thy hand. Of Hooper;O 


of ayrng well, - T6s: 


Thave beleeved,whons Thave pro-: 


feſſea, whom Þ have loved, whons 
{ have praiſed;whom the Biſhop of 
Rome, aud the whole company of 

the wicked perſecuteth and reu- 
leth. {pray thee my Lord Teſws: 
Chrift zecerve my poore ſoule : my 
heavenly Father, though T be raks 
from this life and this-body 'of mine: 
uto be laid down, yet T kuow certe- 
ly,that 1 ſhall remain with thee for 


Lord loſies Soune of David have 


, MefCy 0n me, ard recerve any -ſoule. 


f 


OfAnnas Burgius, Forſake mee: 


| wt.O Lord deft 1 forſakg thee. OF 


P 
j 
x 
# 


{ 


MelanGton, . If it -bee the will of 
God I am wil/ing to aye, and I. be- 
feech him that hee will grant me-a: 
Jerfull departure. Of Calvin, 3:: 
I held my to gre becauſe thou Lord 
luft done it.2.1 minrned as adowe: 


| I-Lorarhoy grindeſt-me to powden ' 


Id: ras 
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Put it ſuffuceth me becauſe it u thy Þ; 
hand. Of Peter Martyr, that ha 
body was weake, but his mindewa F \, 
well : that he acknowledged 0 lift 'S. 
or ſalvation bat only im Chriſt, wht 2 
7” given ef the Father to-bee I 
redeemer of mankind : and when bt: 
had confirmed this by teſtimoniesfÞ ;, 
Scripture , hee added, Thu um if . 
faith in which I will dye : and God *%; 
will deſtroy them that teach others | 2 
wiſe. This done, he ſhooke hands if \. 
with all and ſaid, Farewell m | fl 
Srethren and deare friends,” It | 


were eaſie to Quote more exams | - 
ples, but theſe few may bee in | MA 


ſtead of many:and the fum of al / 
that godly men ſpeak 1n death L 
1s this : Some inlightned with a F 
prophetical ſpirit foretel things | 
to come, as the Patriarkes Jacob 
and /o/eph did; and there have f ; 
. . 0 
bin ſome which by name have | - 
teſtified who ſhould yery ſhort- | | 
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j " buy remaine alive, and what 


| 2gaine rightly judging. of the 


A-for -better , doe rejoyce excee- | 
4 dingly, thatthey muſt be tran- 
F flared from earth to Paradiſe : as 


| when his head was to be chop- 


{ ped off, Retwrue (faith he) O my Plans: [| 
foul #nto thy reft :becanſe the Lord 7,4 ; 44 


| fome others ſpeak of the vanitie 


iN : —— 
* 7 00 0 
" _ 
V 


of dying well. i639 * 


y come after them, and who 


ſhould be their condition : ſome - 
| have ſhewed a wonderfull me- 
* mory of things had, asof their 
former life, and of the benefits 
of God, & no doubt it was give 


- 
val 


them to ſtir up holy affeQtions 
add thankſgiving to God:tome 


bchange + of their preſent eſtate 
| Babylas Martyr of Antioch, 


hath bleſſed thee becauſe thou haſt 
delivered my ſonle from: death, 
mine eies fromteares, and my feete 
| from falling, 1 ſhal walke before Te- 
| hovain the land of the living. And 


H 3 of 


=o_— 
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of this ife,of the tmagination of 
the ſorrowes'of death, of the be- 
ginnings of cternall life , of the 
comfort: of -the. Holy Ghott 
which they feele at their depar- 
ture unto-Chrift. 

Lneſt, Whatmuſt wethink 
if in the time of death ſuch ex- 
cellent ſpeeches bee wanting : 
and in Read thereof 1dle talke be 
uſed? Ar. We mutt:confider 
the kind -of ſickneſle whereof 
mendy,whether 1tbe more catic 
or violent: for:yiolent ſicknefle 


1s uſually accompanied. with | 


frenſies, and with unſeemely 
motionsand geſtures, which we 
are to take 1n good-part, evenin 


this regard, -becauſe wee our 


felves may be inthe like caſe... 

Thus much of the firit dutic 
which isto dye in faith :; theſe- 
cond is tedyein obedience : 0* 
therwiſe our death cannot bee 


«- 


| 
accp* 


| 


i A 


| 


mw > @ CLEA AARLO EE =» oo In << 


ot 


| 
; 


ſeeme to come unto God of 
feare and conftraint; as flaves 
to-a maſter, and not-of love as 
children to a father. Now to die 
in obedience, 1s when a man 1s 
willing, ready, and deſirous to 
goe out of this world, whenſoe- 
ver God ſhall call him}, and that 
without murfnuring and repi- 
ning ; at what time, where, and 
when it ſhall pleaſe Ged.Whe- 
ther we live or dy,ſ{aith Pasx/,we 
doe it not to our ſelves but. unto 
God ; and therefore mans duty 
1sto be as obedient unto God in 
death, as 1n life. Chriſt 1s our 
example in this caſe, who 1n bis 
agony prayed, Father et this cup 


| paſſe from mezyet with a ſubmil- 


t16,-0t my wil, but thy wil be done, 


teaching us 1n the very pangs of 


death, to refigne our ſelves to 
the good pleaſure'of the Lord. 
; - H4 | 


of dying well. '  I69. "M 
| acceptable to God, becauſe wee 


170 T he right way 
when the Prophet told King 


Exechiah of death , preſently 
without al manner of grudging 


hee addrefled himſelfe to pray- 


er. We are commaiided to pre- 


ſent our ſelves unto God as free | 


will offerings, without any lj. 
mitatton of time, and therefore 
as well in death as 1n life. I con- 
clude then, that we are to make 
as much conſcience 1n perfor- 
ming obedience to God in ſuf- 
fering death, as wee doe of any 
conſcience 1n the courſe of our 
hves. {4 

The third duty ts, to render 


up our ſoules 1nto the hands of 


God, as- the moſt faithfull kee- 
per of al. This 1s the laſt duty of 
a Chrittian, andit 1s preſcribed 
unto us 1n the exiple of Chriit 
upon the crofſe, who in the very 


pangs of death, when the diſſo- 


lution of body and foule drew 


O13, 


— 9. —— A 


- 
<i 
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of dying well. 19, 


| on, faid, Father, into thy hands 1 


commend my ſpirit : & 10 gave up 


the gholt. The like was done by 


Steven, who when hee was fto- 


ned to death,faid, Lord Teſis re- , 


cerve my ſpirit. And Davidinins 
life time being 1n danger of 
death,ufed the very fame words 


' that Chriſt uttered. 


— RI. + _ g 


Thus weſee whatbe the du- 
ties which we are to perform 1n 
the very pangs of death,that we 
may come to eternall life. Some 
men will happely ſay, If this be 
all;to dy in faith and obedience, 
and to furrender our ſ{oules into 
Gods hands we will not. greatly 
care for any preparation before 


| hand, nor to trouble our ſelves 


much abour the right manner of 
dying well : for wee doubt not, 


| but that when death ſhal come, 


wee ſhall be able to pRm_ 
{ ail 


Luk.23- | 3 


TA 
Plal.zr, 
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all the former duties with eaſe. | 

Anſwer. Let no man deceiye | 
himſelte by falſe perſwations, - 
thinking with himſeltfe that the | 


practice of the afore-ſaid duties 
15a matter of eaſe : for ordina« 


-rily they are not, neither canbe - 
performed in death,unleſlethere 
be much preparation 1n the life : 


before. Ne that will dy in faith, 


mutt firſt ofall hve by faithzand | 
there is but.one. example 1n atl | 


the whole Bible of a man dying 
in faith, that lived without faith 
namely, The Theefe upon the 
crofle. The ſervants of God that 
are indued witha great meaſure 


of Grace ,. doe hardiy beleeve | 


1n thetime of affliction. Indeed 
when Job was afflicted, he ſaid, 
Though the Lora kill me,yet will { 


truſt im him : yet afterward, his + 


faith being oyer-cait as witha 
cloud, hee faith, that God was 


become | 


os $4. OO > 
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| ef hingwell, 73 
become his enemy,and that he had. 
| fethim as a marke to ſhoot at:and 


| ſundry times his faith was op- 


| prefled with-doubting and di- 

ftruft, How then ſhallthey thac 
never lived by faith, nor inured 
themſelves to beleeve, bee able 
in- the- pangs of death to reſt 
'upon- the mercy: of God. As» 
gaine, hee 'that- would dyeino-- 
bedience; muſt friſt of all leade. 
' his life: in obedience; hee that 

hath-lrwwed'in diſobedience, can- 


| 


not willtngly-and\in obedience: 
; 4ppeare before the Tudge, when 
he 1s cited by death the Serge- 
ant of the Lord : he dies indeed, 
bur that 1s upon neceſſitie ,, be= 
ca:.ſehe muſt yeeld to the order 
| and courfe of \nature 'as other- 
| creatures doe. Thirdly, he that: 

would ſurrender his foule into: 


| the hands of God, muſt -bec re- 


ſolved of two things: the-one* 
| 15 


Pla-31-5- 


174 Theright way, 


3s, that God can; the other is, 


that God will receive lis ſoule 
into heaven,and there preſerve it 
till the laſt judgment. And none 


- Can be reſolved of this except 
hee. have the Spirit of God to | 


certifie his conſcience that he is 


redeemed,juſtified,ſanctified by | 
Chriſt, and fhall bee glorified, | 1 


Hee that is not thus perſwaded, 


dares not render up and preſent - 
his ſoule unto God. When Da- | 
vid 1aith, Lord into thy hands 1 | 


conmend my ſpirit: what was the 


reaſon of this boldnefſe in him2- 


ſurely nothing elſe but the per- 


ſwafion of faith, as the next |: 


words 1mport : for thox haſt re- 


deemed me O Lord God of trath.. © 


And thus 16 1s. manifeſt, that 
no man ordinarily can per- 


forme theſe duties dying, that 
hath not performed them lt - 


| This | 


Ving. ITY 


| re 
| be 
| pt 
er 


- that was alwates in his preſence 


, providence, They which have 


|-life, andthe Lord tooke him away 
| this which befel Erach, ſhall af- 


| ive in faith and obedience : be- Heb.1 1-5 ; | 
| cauſe death ſhal be no death, but | 


| nemy, but a friend to body and 
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.. This being ſo, I doe againe 
| renew my former exhortation, 
beſeeching you that yee would 
practiſe the duties of preparati- 
' enin the courſe of your lives, 
| leading them daily 1n faith and 
odedience, and from 'time to 
time commending your ſelves 

| into the hand of God, and ca- 
Ring all your workes upon his 


| done this, have made mot hap- 
| py. and bleſſed ends; Enoch by 
| faith walked with God, as one 
 kading an upright and godly 
that he ſhould not ſee death. And 


tex a ſort befall them alſo that 


[4 fleepe unto them, and no e- 


ſoule 


Nurs. 16- 
| 32.and 
' Pſz. 10G 
= 
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ſoule. On the contrary let us 


conſider the wretched and mis 
ſerable ends of them that have 


ſpent their dayes 1n their ſinnes | P, 


{ 
vi 
[> 


without keeping faith & a good | C 
conſcience, The people of the | a; 


old world were drowned in the 


flood; the filthy Sodomites and | 


Gomorrheans were deftroyed 
with fire from heaven ; Dathas 
and Abiram with the company 
of Corab, were ſwallowed upof 


the earth, {orah himſclfe (asit 
ſeemesby tho text)-being/ burnt |. 
with fires wicked Saal-and'4- 


obitophel and Indas deſtroy 
themſelves. Herod is eatenup 


of wormes, and gave up the | 


ghoſt. /u/ia»che Apgſtate ſmit- 
ten with a dart in-the field, dyed 
caſting up his bloud into the 
atre, and blaſpheming. the name 
of Chrift. Ariz the hereticke 


dycd upon.the ſtoole ſcouring 
Ak foorth, 
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forth his = entrals. And this 
very Age aftoords ſtore of like 
examples. Hoffemeiſter, a great 
Papiit, as hee was going to the 


Councell of Ratisbone to diſpute lilyticde 
againſt the defeEders of the Goſs 146 


pel, was ſuddenly 1n his journey. 
prevented by the hand of God, 
and miſerably dyed with horri- 
ble roaring and crying out. 'In 
the Vniverlitie of Lovaine, 
Guarlaurs a learned Papilt fal- 
ling ficke, when hee perceived 
no way with kim butdeath, hee 
fell into-a miſerable agony and 
perturbation of ſpirit , crying 
out of his finnes, how miſerably 
hee had lived, and that hee was 
unable to abide the judgement 
of God ;. and caſting out words 
of miſerable deſperation, faid, 
his fins were greater then they 
could be pardoned, and 1nthat 
deſperation ended hisdayes: 1a- 

| cobis 
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cobus Latomus of the ſame Vni> | 


verſitie of Lovaine, after that he 
* had beene art Bruxels, and there - 
thinking to doe a great aGt a 


gainſt Lather and his fellowes, |: 


made an oration before the Em- 


perour ſo fooliſhly and ridicus | 


louſly, that hee was laughedto 


{corne ( almoſt) of the whole /| 


Court: then returning thence 
to Lovaine againe, in his pubs 
like Leure hee fell into open 
madneſle, uttering ſuch words 
of deſperation and blaſphemous 
umpictie, that other Davines, 


which vere preſent, were faine | 


to carry him away as hee was 
raving, and to ſhut him intoa 
cloſe Chamber. From thar time, 


to his very laft breath, hee had | 


never any other thing in his 
mouth, bue that he was damned 


and rejeted of God, and that 
there was no hope of ſalvation | 
for 


- 


{withttood the manifeſt truth of 
Gods Word. (7eſcentins the. 


of dying well. "2" M 26. 1 
for him, becauſe that wittingly, 
and againſt his knowledge, hee 


Popes Legate and Vicegerent 


linthe Councell of Trent, was 
{fitting all the day long untill 
{ dark night, 1n writing of letters 


to the Pope : after his labour, 
when night was come,thinking 
torefreſh himſelfe, he began to —-. __ 
ne; and at his rifing, behold Ge: ER 
there appeared to him a migh- {i 


| well neere unto the ground , 
| which began to-enterin, and 
| fraight to come towards him, 
fand ſo to couch low under the 


{tle amazed at the fight there- 
| of, ſomewhat recovering him- 


tie blacke dog of an huge big- Vg.=-/ ; 
nefle, his eyes flaming with fire, 
& his eares hanging low down 


boord. The Cardinall not a lit- 


| felfe, called immediately to his 


ſer- 
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ſervants which were 1n the out- 
ward chamber next by, to bring 
in a candle and to ſceke for the | t! 
dogge. But when the dogge | tl 
could net bee found there, nor | th 
1n any other chamber about; the | c: 
Cardinall thereupon {tricken ! n 
with a ſudden conceit of mind, | m 
1mmediacly fel into ſuch a ficke | N 
neſle, whereof his Phyſicians } m 
which he had about him, could | f 
not with all their 1nduftry and | ta 
cunning cure him, and thereups | te 
on he dyed. Stephen Gardiner, | 
when a certaine Biſhop came | fr 
 unto.him, and put him in mind | to 
of Peters denying his Maſter, | It 
anſwered, That he had denyed | t: 
with Peter, but never repented | m 
with Petcr;zand ſo(to uſe maſter | re 
Foxes words) ftinckingly and | m 
unrepentantly dyed. More ex* | be 
amples might be added, but let e\ 
theſe ſuflies, | be 


—— — OOTY 
ew” 
— 
Aa 


F- : x 


it |. Againe, that wee may be fur- 
ng | ther 1nduced to. the praftice of 
the | theſe duttes, let us call.to minde 
o@ | the incertaintie of 'our dayes ; 
or | though we now lie,” yet who 
he | can ſay that he ſhall be alverhe 
en | next day or the nexthoure?-No 
id, | man hath a leaſe of his life. 
k- | Now: marke:, as death leaves a 
ns | man,ſ{o ſhall the Iaſt judgement 
1d | find him : and therefore if death 
nd | take him away unprepared, e- 
p< | ternal danatio follows without 
er, | coverie. If a theefe be brought 
ne | from priſon, . either to the barre 
nd | to bee arraigned before the 

| Iudgpe, or to the place of execu- 
ed | tion, he will bewaile his milſde- 

| meanour paſt, and :promilſe all 
er | reformation of life 3.10 bet, he 
id | might be delivered, though hee 
x | bee the moſt arrant theete that 
ever was. -In this caſe were as 
' fellons or theevyes-:: for weare c- 
+ JLÞT10 : very, 
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very day going to the barre of |... 
Gods judgement , there is na | £1 
ſay or ſtading in the way, even fo 
as the ſhip in-the. Sea continues | © 
on his-courſe day & night,whe- | * 
ther the Mariners bee ſleeping | 
or waking ; Therefore let us all | fo 
3 prepare our ſelves and amend | 
+4 our lives petite, that 1n death | is 
| wee may make a blefled end. | © 
Miniſters. of the Goſpel doe | !? 
daily call for the performance | 


- of this dutie : but where almoſt 
ſhal we find the praCtice & obe« | f 


dience of it 1n mens lives and | hi 
converſations? Alas,alas, to lend | cl 
our eares for the ſpace of an "ol 
heure to heare the will of God | '* 
is common; but to give heart& : 


hand to do the ſame,is rare. And | ** 
the reaſon hereof 1s at hand: | Y 


we areal moſt grievous ſinners, | G 
& every ſinner 1n the termes of | © 
<cripture'1s a foole , and a'privs | = 


_— 


> - _ : 
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cipall part efhis folly is tocare 


forthe things of this world and 
toneglect the kingdome of hea- 
ven,to premiſe for the body and 
not for the. ſaule, to caft and 


forecait how wee may live in 


wealth and honour, and eaſe, 
and not to uſe the leaſt forecalt 
todye well. This folly our Sa- 


viour: Chriſt noted mm the rich . 
- man that was careful toinlarge 
 liusbarnes, but had no care at all 


for his end or for the ſalvatis of 
his ſoule. Such an one was A- 
chitophel, who (as the Scripture 
termes him) was as the very 0- 
racle of God for courſell,being 


| amanof great wiſdom & fore- 


calt in the matters of Common- 
wealth and 1n his owne pri- 
vate worldly affaire:and yet for 


{ allthis hee had not ſo much as 
{| common ſenfe and reaſon, to 


| conſider how he might dye the 


death 
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that-we may die accordingly. 


point of dotrine, namely, that 


I 84 The right Way 
death of the righteous,and come 
to life everlaſting: And this fol- 
ly the holy Gholt hath notedin 
him. For the text ſaith, when he 
ſlaw that his counſell was defpi- 
ſed,he /adled his afſe, and aroſe,ch 
went home into his citie,. aud put 
his bouſhold in oder, and went and 
hanged himfſelfe. And the tive 
fooliſh virgins contented them- 
ſelves with the blazinglamps of 
a-bare profeſſion, never ſeeking 


tor the horne of lafting oyle of 


true and lively faith,chat.mighs | th 
tu 


furniſh and trimme- the. lampe 
both 1n life and death. But let us | 
inthe feare-of God; caſt off this 

damnable folly, firſt ot all fee- 
king the kingdotne of God and | 
his.righteouſneſſe, and leading | 
our-lives 1n faith and obedience, - 


And thus. much of the firſt | 


there, 
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[there 1 a certain way whereby 


aman may dy wel:now 1 come 
tothe ſecond. Whereas there- 
fore Salomon ſaith : that the diy 
of death 1s better then the day of 


| birth ; weeare alſo taught that 


ſuch as truly beleeve thefelves 
to be the children of God, are 
not to feare death over-much. 1 
fy over-much, becauſe they 
muſt partly feareit, and partly 


| not, Feare 1tthey mult for two 


cauſes : the firit, becauſe death 1s 
the deſtraction of humane na- 
turein a mans own ſfelfe, and of 
others : & 1n this reſpe6t, Chritt 
feared it without ſinne; and we 
muſt not feare 1t otherwiſe then 


| we feare ficknefle, and povertie, 
and famine, with other ſorrows 
of body and mind, which God 
will not have us to deſpiſe or 


| lightly to regard, but to feele 


\| with tome paine, becauſerhey 
'- 3 are 
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are corrections and puniſhmety 
for ſinne. And he doth therefore 
lay upon us pains and torments; 
that they may be feared ande(- 
chewed:and that by eſchewing 
them, wee might further learae 


to eſchew the eauſe of them, 


which is ſin : and by experience 
in feeling of paine, acknow- 
ledge that God 1s a Tudge and 
encmie of ſinne , and 1s greatly 
angry with it, The ſecond cauſe 
of the feare of death, is the loſſe 
of the Church or Common- 
wealth, when we, or others, are 
deprived of them whuch were 
indeed, or might have beene an; 
. helpe,ftay and comfort to either 


of them, and whoſe death hath | 


procured ſome publike or pri- 


q. 


5 : 


| 


: 


1M 


'M 


vate loſſe. 


Againe, wee are not to feareþ 


death, but tobe glad of it, and 
that for divers cauſes, Firſt of ll 
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init we have eccaſion to ſhew 


| our ſubjefion and obedience 


which we owe unto God, when 
he calls us out of this world, as 
Chrift ſaid, Father, not my will, 
but thy will be done. Secondly,all 


- finne 15 aboliſhed by defth, and 


we the ceaſe to ofteud God any 


{ more as we have done. Thirdly, 


the dead body 1s brought into 
a better condition then ever 1t 
was 1n this lifezfor by death it 1s 
made inſenfible, and by that 


| meanes it 1s freed from all the 


miſeries and calamities of this 
life; & it ceaſerh to be either an 
ative or paſſive inſtrument of 
finne, whereas.1n the life time it 


both, Fourthly, it gives the 


foule paſſage to reſt, life, and ce- | 


| eſtiall glory, tn which we ſhall 
#ſee God as he 1s,perfe&tly know 
nd| him, and praiſe his ziame for e= 


"| Yer, keeping without 1ntermiſ= 
= I 


— 
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f10naneternall Sabbath : theres 
fore Paxl ſaith, I defire to bee 
diflolved and te be with Chrif, 
for that « beſt of all, Fiftly, God 
executes his judgements upon 
the wicked, and purgeth his 
Church by death. Now 1n all 
theſe reſpeGts, godly men have 
cauſe not to feare and ſorrow, 
but to rejoyce 1n their owne 
death and the death of others. 
Thirdly, if the day of death 
| beſoexcellent,yea aday of hap- 
nineſk, then 1t 1s lawtull tode- 
hire death, and men doe not al- 
waies fin in wiſhing of death. 
Panl ſarth, 7 deſire to be difſabues; 
and againe, 0 miſerable man,who 


ſhall deliver me from his bodie of 


death ? Yetthis deſire muſt nat 


bee ſimple, but reſtrained with |. 
certen reſpe&s;which are theſe: 


Firſt, death muſt be defired fo 


farre ferth as it 13 a meanesto |. 
nn i or 


| 
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free us from the corruption of 
our nature; Secondly, as 1t is a 
means to bring us to the 1mme- 
diate fellewſhip of Chriſt and 
Ged himſelfein heaven. Third- 
ly, death may be lawfully deſi- 
red in reſpeGt of the troubles & 
miſeries of this life, two caveats 
being obſerved : the firſt, that 
this deſire muſt not be 1immode- 
rate : the ſecond, it muſt be joy- 
ned with ſubmiſſion and ſubje- 
Gtion to the good pleaſure of 
God. If either of theſe beWan- 
ting, the defire 1s faultie z and 
therefore ob, and Ieremie, and 
Tonas failed herein, becauſe they 
deſired death, being carried a= 


way with impatience, 


of preſent death, that hemi ge 


On the contrary alſo a man 


may defire a continuance of life. 
: | Ezechins prayed and defired to 


live, when he heard the meflage 


I 2 ace 
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| 


doe ſervice to God. And Pat | at 


defired to live, inregard of the 
Philippians, that he might fur- 


| li 


ther their faith, though 1n re- | 
gard of himſelfe to dye was ad- | 


vantage to him. 


Laſtly, if death joyned with 


reformation of life be ſo blefled, 
then the death of the unbelee- 


ving and unrepentant ſinner is. 


every way curled and moſ hore 
rible. Reaſons are theſe; Firſt,it 


1s the deſtru&tion of naturez and | 
the wages of their fins. Second 
ly, mitthere 1s no comfort of 


the ſpirit to bee found, no miti- 
gation of pain, & no good thing 
that may Tountervaile the miſc- 


ries thereof. Thirdly,that which | 


is the moſt feareful thing of all, 
bodily death, 1s the beginning 


of eternall death , deſperation, | 


and infernall torment, without 


hope of dehverance, Therefore | 
| as | 


7:4 
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of dying well. Tor 
| as Tbegan, ſo Tend, have care to 
| live well and dye well. 


FINIS, 


An addition of things that came 
to my minde after- 
war A. 


} 
3 _ E laſt combate with the 


divell in the pang of death, 


is oftentimes moſt dangerous 
| efall. For then he will noturge 
| men to deſperation, knowing 
| that by this meanes he ſhall fir 


them up to refiſt him z when he 


| labours with them, that they 


— 


=O "Y W, wy * ow © wy 5 mh 6 Wwe o& £c 


* —_ 


would not refit him when hee 
affaults them, and by this means 
hee endeavours to extinguiſh 
hope:and this thing 1s not done 


| 1nany other tEptation in which 
| faith or hope alone are impug- 
| ned, whereas in this they are 


R ' both 


{ obitu 
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both 1mpugned together. This 
muſt be thought upon, for when 


the divels temptation 1s, not to | 


re{iſt his temptation; it 1s moſt 
deceitfull of all : and it 1s more 
ealie to overcome the enemie 
that compels us to fight, then 
him that diflwades us from it. 
The temptation of AZ. Iohy 
Knoxe 1n time of his death ig 
worth the marking. He lay on 


OURS ear or wnnemur nes coccmennediinee colI 


his death-bed filent for the ſpacy | 


of toure houres, very often gi- 
vying. great ſighes, ſobs, and 
groans, ſo as the ſtanders by wel 
perceived that hee was troubled 
with ſome grievous temptatis : 
and when at length he was rate 
ſed in his bed, they asked him 
how he did, and what was the 
cauſe of his much fighing ? to 
whom hee anſwered thus; that 
1n his life he had 1ndured many 


combats and conflicts with Sa» || 
tan, 
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tay,but that now moſt mighrily 
the roaring lyon had affaulted 


| 
| 


1 
' 


 bim : often (faith he) before he 
{et my fins before mine eies, of- 
ten he urged me to deſperation, 


| often he laboured to entangle 
' mee” with the delights of the 


—_ — —_—— 


world, but being vanquiſhed 
by the ſword of the ſpirit, which 
is the Word of God, hee could . 
not prevaile. Now hee aſ- 


| aults me another way : far the 


wily ſerpent wauld perſwade 
me that I ſhal meriteternall life 
for my fidelitie in my minilte» 
ry. But bleſſed be God which 
brought to my minde ſuch 
Scriptures , whereby I might 
quench the fierie darts of the dt- 


. vell, which were, #/bat haſt thou 


that thou haſt not received ? and, 
By the grace of God, 1 am that [ 
am : and, Not 1, but the grace of 
Godin me : and thus being van-. 


quiſhed 
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 quifhed he departed, 


ſcape, even plainely cloſe up 


Chriſtian witedome, which we 
mutt follow 1n the houre of 
death. 
4+ It thy fleſh tremble,and feare 
__ toenter into another life, and 
doube of falyation ; if thou 
yeeld to thefe things, thou hur- 


| thine eyes as before: and ſay 
with Saint Steven, Lord Teſms,jn- 
to thy hawds I commend my ſpirit, 
and then certainely Chrift will 
come unto thee with all his An- 
gels, and bee the guider of thy 
way. Luther. ,5Þ9D 


3 | W hen thou art tempted of ; 
| Satay and ſeeſt nd way. to e« | 


thine eyes,and an{wer nothing, | 


but commend thy cauſeto God. * 
This 1s a principall point of 


teſt thy ſelfe-; therefore cloſe 


anche Wa 


